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ABSTRACT 
 
       This research aims to identify the types and functions of verbal parallelism in a 
speech delivered by Michelle Obama at Hillary for America campaign in New 
Hampshire, October 2016. This research also aims to describe the themes which can 
be inferred from the use of verbal parallelism in Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary 
for America campaign in New Hampshire. 
       This research applied descriptive qualitative method. The data in this research 
were in the forms of words, phrases, clauses, or sentences. The source of the data was 
the official speech transcript taken from the official website of the White House. 
Meanwhile, the context of the data was the utterances uttered by Michelle Obama in 
her speech. The data were collected by watching the video of the speech, reading the 
official transcript of the speech, classifying the data, and transferring the data 
containing verbal parallelism into the data sheet. The researcher acted as the primary 
instrument of the research while the data sheet was used as the secondary instrument. 
The data were analyzed and interpreted in detailed explanations based on the theories 
used in this research. Triangulation was used to enhance trustworthiness as well as to 
obtain credibility and reliability of the data. 
       The results of the research are as follows. (1) Among eight types of verbal 
parallelism, there are only seven types of verbal parallelism found in Michelle 
Obama’s speech, namely anaphora, epistrophe, symploce, anadiplosis, epanalepsis, 
polyptoton, and homoioteleuton. Those types of verbal parallelism are found in the 
speech because the speaker tries to relay the messages she wants to emphasize. (2) 
All four functions of verbal parallelism based on the theory proposed by Tannen are 
found, i.e. production, comprehension, connection, and interaction. Production and 
comprehension serve as the two main functions. The speaker uses verbal parallelism 
mainly to give the audience some time to comprehend what were being said as the 
speaker tries to think about what to say next.  (3) There are five themes that can be 
inferred from the speech. The two themes primarily found in the speech are 
opponent’s misbehavior and persuasion to voters. Those themes are the two main 
themes since the speaker tends to bring out the opposing candidate’s shortcomings to 
highlight the difference between both candidates. The speaker also provides the 
merits of the candidate she supports to persuade the audience to vote her.   
 
Keywords: verbal parallelism, types, functions, themes, Michelle Obama’s speech  
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
       This chapter consists of background of the study which includes the reasons 
for conducting this research and for choosing the speech as the object of research. 
Research focus is the next part of this chapter following the background of the 
study. Then, the remaining parts of this chapter are the objective of the study and 
significance of the study.  
A. Background of the Study 
       As a means of communication, language plays an important role in society. 
Everyone needs to communicate with people surrounding them by using language. 
By using language, a person could deliver his or her thoughts, ideas, opinions, and 
feelings to the others. Moreover, language can be both realized in the spoken and 
written forms. The spoken form tends to be used for immediate interactions, such 
as in a daily conversation. Other forms of spoken language commonly realized in 
news reports or speech. Meanwhile the written language is applied in most literary 
works such as novels, short stories, and poems. Besides, the written language can 
also be found in printed media such as newspapers, magazines, leaflets, or 
brochures. 
       Individuals express themselves verbally and through written language with 
their own style. For instance, language style in literary writings is written to yield 
an aesthetic effect which is particularly more noticeable. Leech (1969:1) states 
that even the deep examination of literature is not possible if language and 
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literature are studied separately. The language of literary writings is more difficult 
to understand than that of common people. Although the basic structure of both 
types of language is the same, they are different in their working areas.  
Each literary writer derives the ideas into many of his or her works by 
creative use of language. They are being careful in putting the words into their 
works. Literary writers have unlimited ways to use the language creatively. They 
enjoy a unique freedom to range over all their communicative sources. Each 
literary writer’s style of writing is different compared to the others because they 
serve their own things related to their own interest and purpose. Creative writers 
have their own techniques to achieve their aesthetic function through the creative 
use of language. Various stylistic devices are used by the writers such as 
deviations, parallelism, figurative language, and so on. They use such devices to 
point out some ideas and give the readers or listeners distinctive emotions while 
reading the works. They sometimes tend to put their ideas by using some over-
regularities or irregularities of a particular choice within the system. One obvious 
example in applying the over-regularity is called verbal parallelism. 
Those stylistic devices including verbal parallelism are studied under the 
field of stylistics. Leech (1969: 1) states that stylistics is the study of the use of 
language in literature. Since stylistics concerns with the variation of language use, 
it belongs to linguistic studies. Language allows any types of lexical and 
grammatical repetition. However, not all kinds of repetitions take place within the 
framework of verbal parallelism. Only some certain types of repetition can be 
categorized into verbal parallelism. However, there have not been many analyses 
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related to verbal parallelism. Verbal Parallelism also has important values, as 
much as any other stylistic devices, to the writings in defining the language style 
of the writer. The analysis of verbal parallelism can be applied in many literary 
works. 
       Since the advent study of language and style, many linguists have recognized 
the relationship between language style and non-literary works. Verbal parallelism 
as one of stylistic devices can also be found in non-literary texts, such as news 
reports, newspapers, speech, or advertisements. Therefore, this research focuses 
on analyzing verbal parallelism which is found in speech. By analyzing a certain 
stylistic device in a speech, it would be possible to establish the characteristics of 
the speakers, to understand the speaking style of the speakers whether they are 
political leaders or celebrities.  
       Both spoken and written communication are addressed to the audience, a 
speech is not different. However, a speech differs from written communication in 
that the audience are gathered for some occasion. A speech can be described as 
effective when it can be understood, remembered and even acted on by the 
audience. In order to deliver such speech, the organization of the speech needs to 
be done is a systematic way that it can present the intention of the speaker or 
orator. The language organization matters a lot to make effective speeches.  
       Many speeches are delivered these days by many people in many occasions, 
from wedding speech which is presented in front of family and friends to 
campaign speech which is delivered in a large number of audiences. One of the 
most powerful speeches is a speech by Michelle Obama which was delivered in 
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front of the people of New Hampshire as a part of a rally campaign for Hillary 
Clinton. 
       The speech delivered on the 13
th
 of October by Michelle Obama is considered 
as one of the most powerful speeches she ever presented. The speech is taken as 
the object of this research for several reasons. First, the speech is delivered by one 
of the most influential persons of today’s era, Michelle Obama. She is the first 
African-American First Lady in the history of the United States. She is also 
known as a role model for women all over the world. Second, the event in which 
the speech is delivered can be considered as important. It is an election campaign 
for Hillary Clinton as the next president of the United States. The United States 
presidential election is surely regarded as a remarkable event since it marks the 
term shifting from Barrack Obama to his successor. Third, the topic of the speech 
itself is considered as powerful. Even though it is an election campaign speech, 
she ensured that her speech is not only about politics. She said to the audience that 
her speech is about basic human decency, about women and how they should be 
treated and valued. The last reason is the media and people’s responses towards 
the speech. Many mass media, printed or online, give their attention to her speech 
and regard it as an emotional takedown of Donald Trump, Hillary Clinton’s 
opponent, who previously talked about sexual assault towards women.      
B. Research Focus 
       Various issues can be identified in the speech given by Michelle Obama at 
Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire since it contains many elements 
to make the speech appealing to the audience’s emotions. In particular, the 
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language, relates the elements used by the speaker in order to deliver an effective 
speech. As the speech used as the object of the research is a campaign speech, the 
language used in the speech is seen as a sharp weapon to convince the audience 
and to reflect the ideas of the speaker.   
       The first issue is the grammatical categories found in the speech. The use of 
compound and complex sentences in the speech comprises the ideas of the speech. 
The overuse of complex sentences may be burdensome for the speaker in terms of 
the audience’s understanding. Sentences which combined excessive ideas into one 
is rather hard to be understood by the audience. On the other hand, applying too 
many compound sentences may cause the speech less appealing to the audience. 
Therefore, the perfect combination of complex and compound sentences in a 
speech determines the effectiveness of the speech.  
       The second issue deals with speech acts. The speaker uses speech acts to 
express herself by performing actions via language. Speech acts can be used as a 
way to maintain the politeness in communication with other people through 
language. The way the speaker acts out her language in front of the audience may 
lead the speech to be remembered and to be easily understood. Since the object of 
the research is a spoken communication in the form of speech, the use of speech 
acts can highly be found. 
       The third issue is the style of language in the speech, verbal parallelism in 
particular. The speaker employs stylistic device, namely verbal parallelism to 
deliver the emotions of the speech to the audience by creating her own style of 
language in speaking. The speaker repeats some certain words in her speech as a 
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part of verbal parallelism. She tries to deliver her main ideas or thoughts to the 
audience effectively by repeating those words. Verbal parallelism applies in the 
speech can also make the speech more appealing to the audience.    
       Instead of analyzing all the issues mentioned above, to make this research 
more focused, the researcher limits the discussion on the last issue. She discusses 
the style of language, particularly verbal parallelism. Related to verbal parallelism 
phenomenon, some problems can be identified. The first problem is the types of 
verbal parallelism used in the speech deliver by Michelle Obama at Hillary for 
America campaign in New Hampshire. The second problem deals with the 
functions of language employed in the speech. The last problem is concerned with 
the themes conveyed from the use of verbal parallelism.  
       Based on the research focus, the research proposes some problems as follows. 
1. What types of verbal parallelism are found in Michelle Obama’s speech at 
Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire? 
2. What are the functions of verbal parallelism in Michelle Obama’s speech at 
Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire? 
3. What are the themes that can be inferred from the use of verbal parallelism in 
Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire? 
C. Objectives of the Study 
       In connection with the formulation of the problem, the objectives of this 
research are: 
1. to identify the types of verbal parallelism applied by Michelle Obama in her 
speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire, 
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2. to describe the functions of verbal parallelism in a speech given by Michelle 
Obama at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire, and 
3. to describe the themes which can be inferred from the use of verbal parallelism 
in the speech delivered by Michelle Obama. 
D. Significance of the Study 
       This research concerned with the analysis of verbal parallelism in which the 
findings of the research are expected to be beneficial for general readers, the 
students of English Literature study program, and also other researchers. This 
research is expected to give common knowledge about stylistics and verbal 
parallelism to the general readers. Meanwhile, this research is expected to afford 
the specific knowledge in stylistics field, particularly verbal parallelism in a 
speech which can be used as a bibliographical resource for the next relevant types 
of research. The findings about the importance of verbal parallelism in non-
literary works hopefully can enrich the stylistics studies, especially about verbal 
parallelism conducted by lecturers and students. This research hopefully can 
inspire other researchers to conduct new other research in the same field by using 
different objects. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 
       This chapter deals with two sections for this research. The first section 
consists of literature review which provides theories related to verbal parallelism, 
a glance of Michelle Obama‟s speech delivered at Hillary for America campaign 
in New Hampshire, and the previous studies of other researchers. The second 
section conveys the conceptual framework and analytical construct which is 
presented in the form of diagram. 
A. Literature Review 
1. Stylistics 
       Stylistics deals with all variants of language use in numerous text types, either 
non-literary texts or literary texts. Verdonk (2002: 5) states that style in language 
is used as a way to express the use of language for its intentions and consequences. 
For instance, advertisement texts mostly have certain styles of fonts or phrases 
which are captivating enough to persuade the readers to buy the products. 
However, the purposes of language style in literary texts are different from the 
purposes in advertisement texts, newspaper‟s headlines or speeches. Verdonk 
(2002:12) adds that unlike non-literary texts which have direct purposive 
connection to the real world, literary texts do not have that kind of direct reference, 
but yield representation of real world through languages.   
       Language style in a literary text can be used as a measure of literary writers‟ 
artistic and aesthetic achievement. Each literary writer has his or her own style in 
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expressing the ideas into their works. In general, style can be applied to both 
spoken and written, both literary and daily varieties of language, but traditionally 
it is closely related to written literary texts (Leech and Short, 2007: 10). By 
emphasizing some particular styles of language, authors can narrow the possible 
interpretations that the readers have towards the text.  
       In line with Leech and Short, Verdonk (2002:3) states that style in a language 
can be defined as an expression of diverse usage of language. Stylistics tries to 
understand the relationship between a piece of writing and the readers‟ 
understanding towards it and how they are affected by it. Particular stylistic 
relevance can raise the readers‟ emotions and interest. As Lodge (in Leech and 
Short, 2007: 22) explains that language is the author‟s medium, whatever he does, 
he does it through language. Moreover, stylistics is also used as elements of 
intercourse between the authors and the readers (Verdonk, 2002: 13). In addition 
to the connection between author and reader, stylistics in spoken communication 
is also functioned as a way for the speaker to communicate with the audience. 
       Furthermore, Simpson (2004:2) states that stylistics is a method of textual 
interpretation in which primacy of place is assigned to language. The various 
patterns, forms and levels that constitute linguistic structure are important factors 
why language is prominent to stylistics. It is noteworthy that different systems of 
expression exist within the general system of any language. He (2002: 3) also 
defines that doing stylistics improves people‟s ways of thinking about language 
and offers deep understanding of literary texts.   
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       Since stylistics is involved in every literary work, Leech and Short (2007: 11) 
explain that literary stylistics is intended to illuminate the cultural use of language 
and the language itself. The distinction between what the authors have to say, and 
how it is presented to the reader is considered as a prominent concept of style in 
literature. Bradford (1997: 101) presents his idea that literary stylistics shifts the 
center of attention from the situation of the utterance to the words of the context. 
The choice of words which applied by an author in his or her works creates the 
readers‟ emotion and responses from reading the literary text. 
       However, stylistics analysis of a text needs to be more objective. Stylistics 
tends to be more objectives as it understands the linguistic facts in a text. Through 
stylistics, the contextual linguistics and general world are connected. Stylistics 
devices play a prominent role in analyzing any kinds of texts from its linguistics 
features. Linguistic features attribute a notably large portion in the amount of 
aesthetic interest in writings (Leech and Short, 2007: 23).  
       Stylistics has started as a field of study which has its own theories and 
principles different from other linguistics fields. It differs between the ordinary 
use of language and the poetic or aesthetic use of language. The Prague School of 
poetics (in Leech and Short, 2007: 23) has characterized the poetic function of 
language by its foregrounding. Foregrounding is considered as one of the most 
common features in stylistics as it gives psychological effects, such as emotions 
or interest to the readers because some certain parts become more noticeable 
(Verdonk, 2002: 6).   
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       Foregrounding is an essential aspect of poetic language. Ordinary language is 
rule governed but it is not necessary for poetic language to follow the set pattern 
of rules of a language. Mukarovsky (in Miall and Kuiken, 1994: 390) argues that 
the occurrence of foregrounding may happen in daily general language, such as 
spoken conversation or written article in newspapers, but it occurs irregularly 
without regular pattern. In literary text, on the contrary, foregrounding is 
structured. It tends to be both well-written and well-arranged. Further he explains 
that in everyday language, communication is the main purpose, and foregrounding 
structures are normally not involved. However, in literature the purpose of 
foregrounding is to disrupt such everyday communication.  
       Foregrounding becomes important part in stylistic analysis because it enables 
the writers or speakers to present meanings with an intricacy and complexity that 
ordinary language does not normally allow. Generally, the way people examine 
the significance and value of a work of art should be more focused on the 
elements of interest and surprise, rather than the ordinary sequence (Leech, 
1969:57).  
       Holst (in Mackay, 1994: 16) explains that foregrounding occurs when a 
textual feature appears to stand out significantly in the text pattern in with other 
observed features. The foregrounded textual features contrast with a background 
of norms already established by the text, or by other texts. Foregrounding can be 
considered as a way for art to deviate from usual norms in a text.  
       Taken as a predominantly literary feature, the term foregrounding refers to an 
effect brought about in the reader by linguistic or other forms of deviation in the 
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literary works. The Prague School linguists consider foregrounding, which 
confers unexpectedness, unusualness and uniqueness on literary texts, as the 
differentiating factor between poetic and non-poetic language.  
       Freeman (in Mackay, 1994: 64) states that the concept of foregrounding has 
been pivotal to many recent works in stylistics. These inquiries have achieved the  
establishment of what methods a writer of poetry or prose uses to make 
specifically important aspects of texture in a piece of literary writing. In order to 
be rendered more prominent, some aspect in a text must be foregrounded. The 
foregrounded features as the forms of aesthetic exploitation give the readers more 
awareness and sensitivity to the linguistic expression in a text.   
       As stated before, foregrounding is a popular term in stylistics. Foregrounding 
makes something important or noticeable. Painting and foregrounding have some 
similarities. In a painting, a painter uses different colors for making some parts of 
the pictures more important than the other ones. A literary writer does the same 
job by using the method of foregrounding. As Simpson (2004: 50) says, 
foregrounding is a form of textual patterning involving stylistics distortion which 
is created particularly for pleasure through beauty in writings.  
       Foregrounding is the opposite of automatization. Objectively speaking, 
automatization schematizes an event, while foregrounding means the violation of 
the scheme. Foregrounding is achieved by means of either pattern-making (extra 
regularities) or patter breaking (irregularities). Simpson (2004: 50) further 
explicates that foregrounding works in two ways: firstly, by distortion against a 
norm and secondly, by imposing regularity in grammatical patterns over and 
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above those designated by the language. Distortion can be studied under deviation 
which consists of eight types proposed by Leech. They are lexical deviation, 
grammatical deviation, phonological deviation, graphological deviation, semantic 
deviation, dialectical deviation, deviation of register and deviation of historical 
period. Besides, imposing regularity in grammatical patterns overly can be called 
parallelism.  
2. Verbal Parallelism 
       According to Leech (1969: 77) verbal parallelism as a form of free repetition 
means the direct imitation of some previous parts of a text, whether word, phrase, 
or sentence. Other than the repetition of grammatical unit, the repetition of certain 
prosodic unit such as morpheme is also categorized into verbal parallelism. It is 
identified as structural repetition in which variable elements occur. However, 
repetition sometimes seen as linguistically lacking resource, it presents a simple 
emotion with force (Leech, 1969: 79). Verbal parallelism tends to foreground the 
relations of meaning between parallel words and phrases which fill in the variable 
positions. The relationship between units of language is exploited through verbal 
parallelism in order to create ideas. Verbal parallelism does not only foreground 
parts of texts, but also it makes the readers or audience to look for the contrastive 
meaning links between those parallel parts.  
       Leech (1969: 79) states that the beginning part of the relevant unit of text is 
the most frequent place to occur for such repetitions. The relevant unit of text 
varies from one case to another. It can be grammatical unit, or on the other hand, 
it may be prosodic unit. By repeating the same words, phrases or sentences, the 
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author or speaker tries to convince his or her intention of the story towards the 
readers or audience. That is why verbal parallelism becomes one of important 
stylistic devices.  
a. Types of Verbal Parallelism 
       There are eight types of verbal parallelism proposed by Leech including 
anaphora, epistrophe, symploce, anadiplosis, epanalepsis, antistrophe, polyptoton 
and homoioteleuton. Below are the descriptions of eight types of verbal 
parallelism. 
1) Anaphora 
The term anaphora was applied to repetitions of initial words over successive 
phrases or clauses (Leech, 1969: 80). In addition, Wales (2001: 19) states that 
anaphora in Greek language means “carrying back” which is defined as a 
repetition that occurs when the first word or set of words are repeated in one or 
more sequential phrases, clauses, sentences or verses. The repeated word or word-
combination happens at the beginning or very near the beginning of each 
consecutive syntactic structure. Below is the simple example of the occurrence of 
anaphora taken from Abraham Lincoln‟s second inaugural address. 
With malice toward none 
With charity for all 
With firmness in the right 
 
       The words „with‟ are all repeated at the beginning of the each sentence. 
Therefore, they are anaphorically parallel to each other. This example of anaphoric 
repetition can be represented by a single formula like (a…)(a…) which refers to 
the initial unit repetition. 
15 
 
 
2) Epistrophe 
Epistrophe is the opposite of anaphora. The words repeated usually happen in 
the end of a unit or text. The last words or set of words in one sentence, clause, or 
phrase is repeated one or more times at the end of successive lines, clauses, or 
sentences (Wales, 2001: 132). It is an extremely emphatic device because the 
emphasis laid on the last word or words of the consecutive linguistic items. Leech 
(1969: 81) proposes the formulas as (…a)(…a), and so on. Here is the example of 
epistrophe from Nelson Mandela‟s inaugural speech in 1994. 
The time for the healing of the wounds has come. 
The moment to bridge the chasms that divide us has come. 
       The words „has come‟ are all repeated at the end of the sentences. The 
repetition at the end of a sentence in the example above shows how Mandela 
wants his nation to overcome the hardships and begin a new life peacefully. 
3) Symploce 
Symploce is a combination of both anaphora and epistrophe. Leech (1969: 81) 
says that symploce is the combined repetition of the first words and the final 
words in one or more successive phrases, clauses, or sentences. He formulates it 
as (a…b)(a…b). Moreover, according to Wales (2001: 380) symploce involves 
the repetition of one set of words at the beginning of a series of sentences or verse 
lines, and of another set at the end. 
The following symploce example is taken from the excerpts of President 
William Jefferson Clinton's speech in Oklahoma City at the Oklahoma State 
Fairgrounds the Sunday after the bombing in 1995. 
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Let us let our own children know that we will stand against the forces of 
fear. When there is talk of hatred, let us stand up and talk against it. 
When there is talk of violence, let us stand up and talk against it. 
 
       There is repetition of one set of words at the beginning as in „When there is a 
talk of‟ and another set of words at the end as in „let us stand up and talk against 
it‟. Since, the speech is delivered in a situation which is full of grief, President 
Clinton tries to use the repetitive words which the meanings can be remembered 
by his people. 
4) Anadiplosis 
Leech (1969: 81) explains that anadiplosis happens in which the final words 
of the previous phrases or clauses are repeated at the beginning of the next phrases 
or clauses. This repetition appears in this formula (…a)(a…). Wales (2001: 18) 
states that anadiplosis was a preferred stylistic device to be used by literary 
writers during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I to connect the lines, and to draw the 
process of developing thoughts.  
The example below shows the use of anadiplosis in Philipp Sydney‟s 
Astrophel and Stella quoted in Wales (2001: 18). 
My words I know do well set forth my mind; 
My mind bemoans his sense of inward smart; 
Such smart may pity claim of any heart; 
Her heart, sweet heart, is of no tiger's kind. 
      (Wales, 2001: 18) 
       The word „my mind‟, „smart‟, and „heart‟ which appeared at the end of each 
line are all repeated in the beginning of the next lines. Anadiplosis can also be 
used as a device to link stanzas in a poem.  
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5) Epanalepsis 
       Epanalepsis happens when the words at the end of a clause or phrase repeats 
the beginning part of the same clause or phrase (Leech, 1969: 82). It is seen as a 
kind of double repetition involving parallelism. This repetition is able to highlight 
the word or phrase. 
The following sentences quoted from Milton‟s Paradise Lost, II are the 
examples of epanalepsis applied in the language of poetry. 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 
Confusion worse confounded. 
      (Leech, 1969: 82) 
       In this example, the writer creates the words „ruin‟ repeated at the end of the 
same unit and „rout‟ to be repeated successively in the same unit, as well. Leech 
(1969: 82) derives the formula as (a…a) (b…b). 
6) Antistrophe 
Antistrophe is a method of repetition and it is a parallelism technique. Leech 
(1969: 82) and Wales (2001: 23) agree that antistrophe is the repetition of items in 
a reverse order. Mathematically, the formula for this type of verbal parallelism is 
(…a…b…)(…b…a…). 
Taken from the extract of Shakespeare‟s Hamlet, Act II, Scene ii, Leech 
(1969: 82) shows the example of the occurrence of antistrophe.  
What‟s Hecuba to him or he to Hecuba 
That he should weep for her? 
      (Leech, 1969: 82) 
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       The word „Hecuba‟ as the initial word is repeated at the end part. Meanwhile, 
the word „him‟ as the end unit is repeated as the word „he‟, which has the same 
meaning as „him‟, in the initial part.  
7) Polyptoton 
Leech (1969: 82) explains polyptoton as the repetition of the same word with 
various cases, such as grammatical inflections. Moreover, Wales (2001: 308) 
defines polyptoton as a repetition in which a word is repeated in different case 
forms, but it is based on the same basic part of word form. Wales (2001: 309) also 
states that in modern day advertising, polyptoton is commonly used as a means of 
emphasis. 
Below is the example of polyptoton from Winston Churchill‟s speech in 
November 12, 1936. 
The Government simply cannot make up their minds, or they cannot 
get the Prime Minister to make up his mind. So they go on in strange 
paradox, decided only to be undecided, resolved to be irresolute, 
adamant for drift, solid for fluidity, all-powerful to be impotent. 
 
Here the words „decided‟ is repeated into different form which is „undecided‟. 
Both words have the same root which is the word „decide‟. Besides, in the speech 
above, the speaker repeats the word „resolved‟ into the word „irresolute‟. The 
word „irresolute‟ itself has the same root as the word „resolve‟. 
8) Homoioteleuton 
Homoioteleuton is the repetition of the similar endings in two or more 
adjacent words or clauses. (Leech, 1969: 82). He further explains that 
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homoioteleuton is a strategic use of word or words to foreground a stretch of 
language. 
The following example extracted from Wordsworth‟s Ode: Intimations of 
Immorality quoted in Leech (1969: 83). 
Not for these I rise 
The song of thanks and praise; 
But for those obstinate questionings 
Of sense and outwards things, 
Fallings from us, vanishings, 
Blank Misgivings of a creature 
      (Leech, 1969: 82) 
The occurrence of the suffix „-ings‟ in the lexical items of „question‟, „fall‟, 
„vanish, and „misgive‟ shows the use of homoioteleuton.  
b. Functions of Verbal Parallelism 
       Language is used by people to communicate with each other. It performs 
various functions or interactive roles. The simplest function of language 
commonly known by people is that it serves to communicate thoughts (Leech and 
Short, 2007: 25). However, there are ideas that even a simple utterance can fulfil 
several other functions of language. Any portion of language is assumed to be the 
outcome of word choices made on different functional positions.  
       Therefore, verbal parallelism also carries out its own functions. Deborah 
Tannen (2007: 58) lists out the functions of repetition used in spoken 
communication.  There are four functions proposed by Tannen, namely 
production, comprehension, connection, and interaction. As a part of repetition, 
the functions of verbal parallelism seem to be correlated to the functions proposed 
by Tannen. Furthermore, this research applies Tannen‟s theory in analyzing the 
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functions of verbal parallelism. The further discussion of each function will be 
presented in the section below. 
1) Production 
       Verbal parallelism can function as a source of producing sufficient talk. 
Tannen (2007: 58) defines that repeating some certain words allows the speaker to 
stimulate or to think what he or she supposed to say next in an ongoing speech. 
Moreover, additional information can also be produced just by repeating the 
words. For example, the function of production can be seen in the excerpt of the 
speech delivered by Malala Yousafzai in United Nations Youth Assembly 2013, 
Their right to live in peace, their right to be treated in dignity, their right to 
equality of opportunity, their right to be educated. Here, Malala adds new 
information that children do not only deserve to live in peace, but they also 
deserve to be educated. Verbal parallelism in which the speaker produces fluent 
talk or speech also enables the speaker to avoid uncomfortable silence between 
the speaker and the hearer. Instead of using filler such as ah or em to produce 
what comes next, verbal parallelism enables the speaker to be a better 
communicator. 
2) Comprehension 
       The next function is comprehension. This comprehension function is 
advantageous for the hearer or the audience. Tannen (2007: 59) states that while 
repetition benefited the speaker to produce the next things to say, it also benefited 
the hearer or audience to comprehend the information given by the speaker. 
Verbal parallelism happens to be repeating some words which leave a space for 
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the speaker and the hearer. By doing so, the information delivered by the speaker 
seems to be less. The hearers or audience catch up their understandings about the 
information delivered when verbal parallelism is applied. For instance, in such a 
formal event, a speaker talks about serious topic which is hardly understood in 
just hearing it for once. By applying verbal parallelism, the same words coming 
out from the speaker give more time for the audience to comprehend the 
information. 
3) Connection 
       Convincing the ideas to the hearers is not an easy task to do. The ideas in 
each sentence delivered by the speaker should be properly connected. Verbal 
parallelism can function to link each sentence. As Tannen (2007: 60) stated, 
repeating the same words or phrases enables the new utterance or sentence to 
connect to the previous ones. An example from Abraham Lincoln famous 
statement during the well-known Lincoln-Douglas debates is presented in the 
following: You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people 
some of the time, but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time. The verbal 
parallelism through the repetition of the phrase “of the time” ties the connection 
from the first clause until the last clause. Verbal parallelism enables the speaker to 
connect each sentence‟s ideas.  
4) Interaction 
       Tannen (2007: 61) states that instead of only functioning in the level of 
production, comprehension, and connection, repetition can also be functioned in 
interactional level. In spoken communication, the interaction between the speaker 
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and the hearer plays an important part for developing effective communication. 
Verbal parallelism also plays an important part in interaction. For example, when 
the hearer cannot hear the sentence uttered by the speaker, by repeating the 
utterance, the speaker interacted with the hearer. For example, verbal parallelism 
can be applied by asking short question or a yes no question to the hearer, so that 
the speaker is able to bond with the hearer or audience.  
3. Theme and Verbal Parallelism 
       A theme is the main ideas or underlying meanings conveyed by a piece of 
text. According to Abrams (1985: 121) theme is a general idea, concept or 
doctrine, whether implicitly or explicitly, in a work which is designed to involve 
the readers or the hearers. A theme is rarely directly stated. Instead the readers or 
hearers must discover the theme by examining the details meaning in the text or 
speech given. Most texts have more than one theme. It can be major themes and 
minor themes. 
       In a speech, the themes are conveyed by the speaker through all the speech 
elements. The plot structure of a speech is the sequence elements making up the 
speech which can determine the themes of the speech. A theme can also function 
as unifying ideas in a speech. The way the speaker delivered the speech also 
becomes an important element in determining the theme.   
       Another example of more specific element of stylistic devices which is aimed 
to craft the themes in a speech is verbal parallelism. The choice of words reflected 
through verbal parallelism can push the plot structure to the details. Some specific 
word choices or structures in certain settings or plot attract the readers or the 
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hearers to. However, in determining the theme, all elements in the unit should be 
looked up. For instance, the theme of optimism quoted from Malala Yousafzai‟s 
speech in United Nations Youth Assembly is presented in the following example. 
Dear sisters and brothers, we realise the importance of light when we see 
darkness. We realise the importance of our voice when we are silenced. In 
the same way, when we were in Swat, the north of Pakistan, we realised the 
importance of pens and books when we saw the guns. 
 
       The words we realise the importance of which repeated in each initial unit 
shows the ambition of the speaker. Looking back at all the element made up the 
paragraph, the ambition of the speaker shows her optimism. She said that 
someone‟s opinion matters a lot to determine his or her life. The optimistic nature 
can be seen by her ambitions to voice out her opinions, to fight against misery.  
4. Michelle Obama’s Speech at Hillary for America Campaign in New 
Hampshire 2016 
       Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama was born on January 17, 1964 in 
Chicago, Illinois. She attended Princeton University, graduating in 1985 with a 
B.A. in Sociology. She graduated from Harvard Law School in 1988 and then 
joined the Chicago law firm Sidley & Austin, where she met Barack Obama.  She 
is the wife of United States President, Barrack Obama. She is the first African-
American to be the first lady of the United States. In addition to being the wife of 
President Barack Obama, first lady Michelle Obama is the mother of two 
daughters, Malia and Sasha. 
24 
 
  
       As first lady, Mrs. Obama has continued to focus on young people. In 2010, 
she launched a comprehensive initiative called Let's Move!, dedicated to solve the 
epidemic problem of childhood obesity within a generation. She also together 
with Dr. Jill Biden in 2011 launched Joining Forces, a nationwide initiative 
calling all American citizens to work hand in hand with the private sectors to 
ensure that service members, veterans, and their families have the tools they need 
to succeed throughout their lives. Later in 2014, Mrs. Obama launched the Reach 
Higher initiative which is aimed to inspire every student in America to take 
charge of their future by completing their education past high school, whether at a 
professional training program, a community college, or a four-year college or 
university. The most recent initiative she took part in is Let Girls Learn in 2015 
which is joined by President Barrack Obama. The initiative itself is dediated to 
help girls attain a quality education that empowers them to reach their full 
potential. 
Figure 1. The 44
th
 First Lady of the 
United States, Michelle Obama 
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       In July 2016, Hillary Clinton, former first lady, senator and secretary of state 
of United States, became the official Democratic nominee for the American 
presidency. Since then, Michelle Obama made several campaign speeches in 
support of Clinton, including the speech she delivered at 2016 Democratic 
National Convention. One of her speeches which delivered on October 13, 2016 is 
seen as a remarkable critique to the Republican nominee gained much attention 
from all around the world. 
       In her speech, she pointed criticisms against Donald Trump‟s comments 
about women. In the 2005 video, Trump can be heard describing in graphic terms 
how he uses his star power to force himself upon women. Throughout her speech, 
Michelle Obama never addressed the Republican presidential nominee, Donald 
Trump, by his name; she referred him as a “candidate”. She said that it was 
painful to hear hurtful and hateful language about women. She also added that 
those who expected to be a leader should meet basic standard of human decency. 
During her speech, Mrs. Obama‟s quivering voice can be heard which made her 
speech sounded more emotional and personal. After denouncing Trump‟s 
comment on women, Mrs. Obama turned to praise Hillary Clinton, noting 
Hillary‟s extensive political experience and pointing out that Hillary Clinton 
happens to be a woman. 
5. Previous Studies 
       Some researchers have conducted many studies under the topic of stylistics, 
verbal parallelism especially. There are two previous studies under the similar 
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topic that are looked upon by the researcher as references before conducting her 
research.  
       An undergraduate thesis by Riusly Pratomo from Yogyakarta State University 
in 2016 entitled A Stylistic Analysis of Figurative Language in Vladimir Putin’s 
2007 Munich Speech is one of the examples. The aim of the paper is to identify 
the types and functions of figurative language in Vladimir Putin‟s 2007 Munich 
Speech and to reveal the responses of the audience in relation to the use of 
figurative language in the speech.  
      The results of the research showed that there are only seven out of twelve 
types of figurative language found based on Perrine‟s theory. They are metaphor, 
simile, personification, synecdoche, paradox, irony and hyperbole. Therefore, 
among four functions of figurative language proposed by Perrine, only three are 
found in the speech. Bringing additional imagery is carried by metaphor, 
increasing emotional intensity is carried by metaphor and hyperbole and saying 
much in brief compass is carried by all the seven figures of speech found in the 
speech. Then, there are two types of responses toward the speech, the negative 
which sees it as a criticism to counter U.S. dominancy towards the globe and the 
positive one which sees it as an invitation to discussion.  
      Another example of a study under the topic of verbal parallelism is a study 
conducted by Shazia Kousar in 2013 under the title An Analysis of Verbal 
Parallelism in T.S. Eliot’s Poem The Love Song.  This research is aimed at 
investigating the role of anaphora, epistrophe, symploce, homoioteleuton, 
polyptoton and other stylistic devices that T.S. Eliot employs in the actualisation 
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of his poetic composition the Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock. The results of the 
regularities of form like verbal parallelism (anaphora, epistrophe, symploce, 
homoioteleuton, and polyptoton) are literary technique used cleverly to encode 
and decode the message in given poetic creation.  
       Both studies are very helpful for the researcher in conducting her research. 
The similarity of the first research and this research is that both researches take 
speech as their object of study. However, the first research mainly focuses on 
figurative language. Meanwhile, this research focuses on verbal parallelism in 
particular. Compared to the second previous research, this research has some 
similarities; analyzing types of verbal parallelism are applied in both researches. 
Meanwhile, the second previous research focuses on poems as its object, while 
this research focuses on novel as its object of study.  
B. Conceptual Framework 
       This research is under the study of stylistics. Stylistics covers the study of 
language use in literary and non-literary works. This research is aimed to identify 
the types of verbal parallelism applied in Michelle Obama‟s speech at Hillary for 
America campaign in New Hampshire. Leech‟s theory of verbal parallelism is the 
basic theory of this research. According to Leech (1969), there are eight types of 
verbal parallelism including anaphora, epistrophe, symploce, anadiplosis, 
epanalepsis, antistrophe, polyptoton and homoioteleuton.  
As for the functions, the theory proposed by Deborah Tannen is used. It is 
stated that there are four functions of repetition which are production, 
comprehension, connection, and interaction. 
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       The themes in the speech itself are analyzed by identifying the plot structure 
of speech, especially on the sequence of recurrent elements making up the whole 
speech. 
       In conducting the analysis, the researcher uses a systematic way, which is 
presented in the analytical construct in Figure 2 on the following page. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
       This chapter explains the research methods which were adopted in conducting 
the research. There are six aspects regarding the research methods. They are types 
of the study, forms, contexts, and sources of data, data collection techniques, 
research instruments, data analysis techniques, and data trustworthiness. 
A. Types of the Study 
       This research applied descriptive qualitative method which analyzed a 
specific language phenomenon. According to VanderStoep and Johnston (2009: 7), 
qualitative method concerns with producing narrative or textual descriptions of 
the phenomena under study. Furthermore, Van Maanen (in Merriam, 2009: 13) 
defines qualitative research as an interpretive technique to describe, decode, and 
discover the meaning, not the number of occurrence, of the phenomena observed. 
The result of this qualitative method is richly descriptive (Merriam, 2009: 16).  
       Since the object of this research was a speech which contained descriptive 
data in the form of written words, this research employed a descriptive qualitative 
method. This research described the phenomena of verbal parallelism in Michelle 
Obama’s speech. In addition, the researcher also intended to point out the themes 
and functions of verbal parallelism. Descriptive qualitative method was employed 
in describing the data in words or making interpretations on the findings.  
       Moreover, stylistics is the main approach used in this research to analyze the 
speech as the object of the research. The results of stylistic analysis tend to be in 
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the form of descriptive which support the employment of descriptive qualitative 
method in this research. 
B. Forms, Context, and Source of Data 
       Since this research employed descriptive qualitative method, the data in this 
research were in the forms of words, phrases, clauses, or sentences in which 
verbal parallelism is used by Michelle Obama in her speech at Hillary for 
America Campaign in New Hampshire. The source of the data was the official 
speech transcript taken from www.whitehouse.gov. Meanwhile, the context of the 
data was the utterances uttered by Michelle Obama in her speech. 
C. Data Collection Techniques 
       Merriam (2009: 18) mentions three types of data collection in qualitative 
research, including interviews, observations, and documents. To collect the valid 
data, this research applied document analysis by note-taking since the source of 
data is in the form of written text. There were several steps taken in collecting the 
data for this research. The first step was watching the video of the speech. After 
that, the researcher looked for the official transcript to match with the video and 
read it several times to understand it thoroughly. The next step was analyzing all 
the utterances in the speech. After that, the researcher applied the experts’ theories 
of verbal parallelism to classify the data. Then, the researcher took notes of all 
utterances containing verbal parallelism. The researcher left out the utterances 
which did not have verbal parallelism since they did not have function for this 
research. The last step was transferring the data containing verbal parallelism into 
the data sheet. 
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D. Research Instruments 
       One of the main characteristics of qualitative research is that the researcher is 
the main instrument for collecting and analyzing the data (Merriam, 2009: 15). 
The human instrument seems to be the most suitable means for collecting and 
analyzing the data since he or she is able to understand, clarify, and interpret the 
data (Merriam, 2009: 15). 
       As previously noted, this research employed qualitative method; so in 
conducting this research, the researcher herself was the main instrument to 
investigate, to collect, and to analyze the data. Another instrument which was 
used in this research was a data sheet to help the researcher get precise data. The 
form of data sheet is as follows. 
Table 1. The Form of Data Sheet of Types and Functions of Verbal Parallelism, 
and Themes in Michelle Obama’s Speech at Hillary for America Campaign in 
New Hampshire 
 
 
 
Notes: 
Types    Functions  Theme 
a : Anaphora   1 : Production  i   : Women’s rights 
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b : Epistrophe   2 : Comprehension ii  : Women’s insecurity 
c : Symploce   3 : Connection  iii : Opponent’s misbehavior 
d : Anadiplosis  4 : Interaction  iv : Gender equality 
e : Epanalepsis     v  : Persuasion to voters 
f : Antistrophe     
g : Polyptoton 
h : Homoioteleuton 
 
E. Data Analysis Techniques 
       Bogdan and Biklen (2003: 147) define data analysis as the process of 
enabling any findings which is done by organizing the materials obtained. In 
occurrence with the process of analyzing the data, interpreting data also becomes 
an important aspect in qualitative research. The process of advancing and relating 
the findings to certain literature concepts is considered as data interpretation 
(Bogdan and Biklen, 2003: 147).  In this research, after the data had been 
collected, the researcher followed some specific steps which were taken to 
analyze the data based on the research questions: 
1. identifying and classifying the particular utterances in the speech based on the 
types of verbal parallelism and its functions; 
2. analyzing and interpreting the data to get detailed explanations; 
3. checking the accuracy of the data; and 
4. concluding the analyzed data. 
F. Data Trustworthiness 
       Since the researcher herself was the primary instrument for collecting and 
analyzing the data, interpretations and understandings were accessed directly from 
her observations. Therefore, to meet the standards of validity and reliability, the 
researcher conducted triangulation (VanderStoep and Johnston, 2009:179). The 
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type of triangulation that was used by the researcher included theories from 
experts of stylistics, verbal parallelism in particular and also its functions. 
Moreover, the researcher consulted her findings and analysis with her two 
supervisors. Besides, the researcher also discussed the data and findings with the 
peer reviewers. They were the students who took linguistics as their major in 
English Department of Yogyakarta State University. The researcher asked the 
reviewers to give suggestion and opinion about the analysis, and then compared 
her analysis with the reviewers’ analysis. The degree of conformability of the data 
was expected to be accurate by doing consultation and peer reviewing.  
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
        This research is aimed to identify the types and the functions of verbal 
parallelism in a speech given by Michelle Obama at Hillary for America campaign in 
New Hampshire, and to describe the themes which can be inferred from the use of 
verbal parallelism in her speech. This chapter embodies two sections, namely findings 
and discussion. The findings section is based on the research objectives. The findings 
of the research are presented in the form of table. Meanwhile, the more detailed data 
explanations including examples can be found in discussion section. 
A. Findings 
       The findings of types and functions of verbal parallelism and themes in Michelle 
Obama’s Speech at Hillary for America Campaign in New Hampshire are presented 
in the following table. 
Table 2. Types and Functions of Verbal Parallelism, and Themes in Michelle 
Obama’s Speech at Hillary for America Campaign in New Hampshire 
No Types Functions Themes 
1 Anaphora 
Production 
Women’s rights, Women’s insecurity, 
Opponent’s misbehaviour, Gender 
equality, Persuasion to voters 
Comprehension 
Women’ rights, Women’s insecurity, 
Persuasion to voters 
Interaction Persuasion to voters 
2 Epistrophe 
Production 
Women’s insecurity, Opponent’s 
misbehaviour 
Comprehension 
Women’s insecurity, Opponent’s 
misbehaviour 
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Connection 
Women’s insecurity, Opponent’s 
misbehaviour 
3 Symploce 
Production Opponent’s misbehaviour 
Comprehension 
Opponent’s misbehaviour, Persuasion 
to voters 
4 Anadiplosis 
Production 
Opponent’s misbehaviour, Gender 
equality, Persuasion to voters 
Comprehension Persuasion to voters 
5 Epanalepsis 
Production Persuasion to voters  
Comprehension 
Opponent’s misbehaviour, Gender 
equality, Persuasion to voters 
Interaction 
 Opponent’s misbehaviour, Persuasion 
to voters 
6 Polyptoton Comprehension Women’s rights, Persuasion to voters 
7 Homoioteleuton 
Production 
Women’s rights, Women’s insecurity, 
Opponent’s misbehaviour, Gender 
equality, Persuasion to voters 
Interaction Gender equality 
 
       According to Leech’s theory, there are eight types of verbal parallelism. 
However, based on the table above, only seven types of verbal parallelism are found 
in Michelle Obama’s Speech at Hillary for America Campaign in New Hampshire. 
They are anaphora, epistrophe, symploce, anadiplosis, epanalepsis, polyptoton, and 
homoioteleuton. Antistrophe does not occur since there is no repetition of units in a 
reverse order. The speaker of the given speech tends to repeat the words, phrases, or 
clauses in a forward order to emphasize her messages.   
       Each type of verbal parallelism carries its own particular functions and themes. 
There are two main functions that can be inferred from the findings, namely 
production and comprehension. The speaker of the speech uses verbal parallelism 
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mainly to produce sentences in a more effective way. By doing that, the speech given 
becomes easier to comprehend by the audience. Both the speaker and the audience 
are given the benefits from those two functions. The use of verbal parallelism gives 
the audience time to reflect on the speaker’s words because there is less information 
delivered. As for the speaker, the use of verbal parallelism enables her to think about 
what to say next.  
       There are five themes found in the speech delivered by Michelle Obama, but only 
two particular themes serve as the main themes of the speech. Those two themes are 
opponent’s misbehavior and persuasion to voters. As the speech is given in a political 
campaign event, it is not strange for the speaker to talk about the opponent’s 
downside. By stating some of the negative aspects of the opponent, the speaker wants 
to emphasize the difference between the two candidates. Moreover, telling the 
audience about the opponent’s negative aspects explains why voters should give their 
support to Hillary Clinton. The speaker highlights the campaign’s message by 
repeating the words or phrases in her speech. The speaker basically persuades the 
audience to vote for Hillary Clinton to win the election by using verbal parallelism. 
B. Discussion 
       In this section, the findings of verbal parallelism in Michelle Obama’s speech are 
discussed more comprehensively. Some examples of verbal parallelism that are found in 
the speech are provided to give a more in-depth explanation of the phenomena. The aim 
of the discussion is to address the research objectives. Based on the objectives of this 
research, there are three parts of discussion concerning about verbal parallelism in 
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Michelle Obama’s speech, i.e.: the types and functions of verbal parallelism, and the 
themes in Michelle Obama’s Speech at Hillary for America Campaign in New 
Hampshire. 
1. Types of Verbal Parallelism in Michelle Obama’s Speech at Hillary for 
America Campaign in New Hampshire 
       As proposed by Leech (1969), there are eight types of verbal parallelism. 
However, based on the findings above, only seven types of verbal parallelism are 
found in Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for America campaign in New 
Hampshire. Those seven types of verbal parallelism found are anaphora, epistrophe, 
symploce, anadiplosis, epanalepsis, polyptoton, and homoioteleuton. The detailed 
explanation of types is presented below. 
a. Anaphora 
       Anaphora is a form of verbal parallelism in which the same word or word 
combination is repeated in the beginning of each consecutive clause or sentence. The 
term anaphora itself has more than one meaning. In grammar and text studies, the 
term anaphora is used to denote a kind of reference (Wales, 2001: 19). However, the 
term anaphora in verbal parallelism is focused on the initial repetition of the same 
words. An example of anaphora found in Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for 
America campaign is presented as follows. 
I wanted them to understand that the measure of any society is how it treats its 
women and girls. And I told them that they deserve to be treated with 
dignity and respect, and I told them that they should disregard anyone who 
demeans or devalues them, and that they should make their voices heard in the 
world. 
             (Datum No. 05) 
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These sentences are uttered by Mrs. Obama as the opening points before she comes to 
the main point of her speech that day. Mrs. Obama brings up the celebration of the 
International Day of the Girl and Let Girls Learn that happened at the White House a 
few days before the campaign. She states that she was able to talk with those young 
women from all over the world at that event. Anaphora is marked when Mrs. Obama 
uttered her sentences by repeating the words and I told them that they at the 
beginning of her sentences or clauses. By repeating those words, she shows her 
support towards women and how they should be treated in the society.  
       The next example of anaphora is taken from the speech as Mrs. Obama is stating 
the criteria of an ideal U.S. President. Below is the example. 
We need someone who is a uniting force in this country. We need someone 
who will heal the wounds that divide us, 
          (Datum No. 31) 
In the middle of her speech, Mrs. Obama stated the ideal characteristics that should 
be possessed by the next U.S President. She happened to repeat the words we need 
someone who in each beginning of her sentences. That repetition indicates the 
occurrence of anaphora.  
       Another example of anaphora taken from the moment Mrs. Obama delivering her 
speech is presented below. 
We teach our kids the value of being a team player, which is what Hillary 
exemplified when she lost the 2008…  
We also teach our kids that you don’t take shortcuts in life, and you strive for 
meaningful success in whatever job you do…  
And finally, we teach our kids that when you hit challenges in life, you don’t 
give up, you stick with it. 
         (Datum No. 33) 
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These long sentences are delivered by Mrs. Obama as she summarizing the 
biography Hillary Clinton. She intentionally repeats the initial words of each 
sentence which are we teach our kids. By repeating those words and listing out 
Hillary Clinton experiences in political field, Mrs. Obama tries to give away the 
positive points of Hillary Clinton that can be used as a motivation for younger 
generation. By repeating those words, she also points out that characteristic of a 
person can be shaped from experience.  
b. Epistrophe 
       The second type of verbal parallelism is called epistrophe. This type of verbal 
parallelism is marked by the repetition of the same word or words at the end of 
successive lines, clauses, or sentences. The first example of epistophe from Michelle 
Obama’s speech is presented below. 
last week, we saw this candidate actually bragging about sexually assaulting 
women. And I can’t believe that I’m saying that a candidate for President of the 
United States has bragged about sexually assaulting women. 
         (Datum No. 09) 
Each sentence of the example above is ended by the same word combination which 
shows the occurrence of epistrophe. In the middle of her speech, Mrs. Obama comes 
to the point where she points out the bad qualities owned by Hillary Clinton’s 
opposition. Mrs. Obama repeats the words brag about sexually assaulting women 
as she voices out her opinion. She could not contain her feelings as she is upset about 
the opposite candidate. She highlights the point of assaulting women as something 
41 
 
that cannot be ignored. That is also her reason why she brought up that issue into her 
campaign speech. 
       The second example of epistophe which is taken from the speech where Mrs. 
Obama talks about women is shown below. 
It’s that feeling of terror and violation that too many women have felt when 
someone has grabbed them, or forced himself on them. 
         (Datum No. 14) 
Here, Mrs. Obama is talking about the shameful comments about women’s bodies. 
She says that it must be cruel and frightening for women when someone beliefs that 
he can do anything he wants to a woman. She focuses on women as her point of 
speech in those sentences. The repetition of the word them which refers to women 
happened at the end of each clause. That repetition marks the type of verbal 
parallelism called epistrophe. 
       The third example of epistrophe is taken from the anecdote told by Mrs. Obama 
in her speech.  
“Because the other guy called someone a piggy, and,” he said, “you cannot be 
President if you call someone a piggy.”   
         (Datum No. 26) 
In order to give concrete example of how bad Trump’s action towards women, Mrs. 
Obama tells an anecdote of a boy’s reaction after watching the news about Trump’s 
misbehavior. She recalls the sentences that the boy said to his parents. While 
recounting the boy’s term given to a man with inappropriate behavior, Mrs. Obama 
shows the indication of epistrophe. The words call someone a piggy are repeated at 
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the end of each sentence. The repetition at the final parts of the sentences in her 
speech is used by Mrs. Obama to describe such wrongful behavior addressed to 
women.  
c. Symploce 
       The combination of both anaphora and epistrophe forms the type of verbal 
parallelism called symploce. Symploce is an initial and a final word or set of words 
that are repeated in successive phrases, clauses, or sentences. The following example 
is taken from Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for America campaign. 
We are validating it.  We are endorsing it.   
          (Datum No. 39) 
In this example, the words we are…it are repeated at the beginning and the end of 
each sentence. Those words happen to be repeated because Mrs. Obama talks about 
if Hillary Clinton’s opponent won the election. She states that if Trump who 
bragged about sexually assaulting women on public won the election, means that 
the people of America are okay with such misbehavior towards women. She says 
that the public agreed with such action to be done to women.  
       Another example of symploce that is extracted from Michelle Obama’s speech 
when she compares Hillary Clinton and her opponent is presented as follows. 
whether we have a President who treats people with respect -- or not.  A 
President who will fight for kids, for good schools, for good jobs for our 
families -- or not.  A President who thinks that women deserve the right to 
make our own choices about our bodies and our health -- or not.  
          (Datum No. 52) 
 
Mrs. Obama talks about the Election Day which would determine the next U.S. 
President. She emphasizes that on that day, the Americans will place their bet to the 
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future of the United States. She compares Hillary Clinton with her opponent. She 
points out Hillary’s strengths and her opponent’s weaknesses. She repeats the words 
a President who…or not in each beginning and end of her sentences as she lists out 
the characteristics of a President who whether would be the next President of the 
United States. 
d. Anadiplosis 
       Anadiplosis happens when there is repetition at the beginning of a phrase or a 
clause of a word (or words) with which the previous phrase or clause ended. Below 
is the example of anadiplosis found in Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for 
America campaign. 
In fact, someone recently told me a story about their six-year-old son who one day 
was watching the news -- they were watching the news together 
          (Datum No. 25) 
These sentences are uttered by Mrs. Obama when she talks about the anecdote of a 
boy who was watching the news about Trump’s misbehavior towards women on TV. 
The repetition happened on the words watching the news which ended the first 
sentence and repeated in the near beginning of the next sentence. Mrs. Obama repeats 
those words because it was what actually happened to the boy. Even from watching 
the news, a six year old boy could have a thought that Hillary Clinton would be the 
next President of the U.S. 
       The next example of anadiplosis is found when Mrs. Obama talked about the 
ideal type of how a man should be treating a woman. 
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Strong men -- men who are truly role models -- don’t need to put down women 
to make themselves feel powerful. 
          (Datum No. 29) 
 
Mrs. Obama feels the urgency to address how men should treat women. She repeats 
the word men at the end of a phrase to the beginning of the next clause. This 
repetition is called anadiplosis. After talking about how a six year old boy reacted 
to Trump’s misbehavior, she states her clear opinion on ideal men. She insists how 
men should treat women in the right way. 
       The following example also shows the occurrence of anadiplosis in Michelle 
Obama’s speech. 
The fact is that Hillary embodies so many of the values that we try so hard to 
teach our young people.  We tell our young people “Work hard in school, get 
a good education.” 
          (Datum No. 32) 
As Mrs. Obama comes to the basic message of her political campaign speech, she 
started to draw an image of Hillary Clinton to the audience. In the above sentence, 
she specifically addresses how young people matter in the society. She mentions that 
Hillary Clinton’s characteristics were worth to be taught to the young people. She 
mentions how Hillary Clinton used her college and law degrees to advocate for kids 
with disabilities. By mentioning that, Mrs. Obama wants to encourage the audience to 
use education to help others. She continually repeats the words our young people in 
her sentences. She points out the fact that young people are part of the next great 
generation that is why they should be taught the right norms or manners in life.  
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e. Epanalepsis  
        Epanalepsis happens when there is a repetition at the end of a clause of the word 
or word combination that occurred at the beginning of the clause. The following 
example shows the occurrence of epanalepsis in Michelle Obama’s speech.  
We thought all of that was ancient history, didn’t we? 
         (Datum No. 15) 
The sentence above is a form of question tag in which Mrs. Obama repeats the word 
we that appears in the beginning of the sentence to the end of her sentence. The 
context of this happening question text is the talk about Hillary Clinton’s opponent 
misbehavior. Mrs. Obama mentions before that bragging about sexually assaulting 
women is not the right thing to do. Not only bragging about that, but also doing that 
is inappropriate. She repeats the word we in her question tag because she wants the 
audience to think the way she thought about Trump’s misbehavior. 
       Another example of epanalepsis from Michelle Obama’s speech is presented as 
follows. 
no one could be more qualified for this job than Hillary -- no one. 
          (Datum No. 37) 
Here, Mrs. Obama mentions directly that Hillary Clinton is the only person 
qualified to be the next President of the United States between the two candidates. 
She insists the message by repeating the word no one in the beginning and end of 
her sentence. That word brought the speech’s message came to the light. The 
message of the campaign speech should resonate to the audience. 
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f. Polyptoton 
       The definition of polyptoton is the repetition of a word, within successive clauses 
or sentences, in a different form but from the same root. The first example of 
polyptoton is shown below. 
See, on Tuesday, at the White House, we celebrated the International Day of the 
Girl and Let Girls Learn, and it was a wonderful celebration. It was the last 
event that I’m going to be doing as First Lady for Let Girls Learn. 
          (Datum No. 02) 
In the beginning of her speech, Mrs. Obama talks briefly about the event she attended 
before the campaign. As that event was closely related to what she was going to talk 
about in her speech, which was women. She happens to repeat some similar words 
which categorized as polyptoton in her sentences when she talks about the 
International Day of the Girl celebration. Polyptoton found in that speech was marked 
by the words celebrated and celebration which came from the same root. She marks 
the celebration event as the occasion where she could talk to women from all around 
the world. She mentions how precious and valuable women are. She wants them to 
understand that the measure of society is defined by how it treats its women and girls. 
      Another example of polyptoton can be found when Michelle Obama talked about 
the women of this generation who were way different from women in the previous 
generation.  
You see, while our mothers and grandmothers were often powerless to change 
their circumstances, today, we as women have all the power we need to 
determine the outcome of this election. 
          (Datum No. 42) 
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In her speech, Mrs. Obama presents the image of the modern United States as a 
country of freedom, liberty, and equality. She affirms that the women in the US have 
power to determine their own lives. The occurrence of polyptoton can be seen when 
the words powerless and power found within successive clauses. Mrs. Obama shows 
the audience the contrastive ideas of how women from previous generation could not 
do much to fight for their rights. By stating that, she encouraged the audience to gain 
more confidence to be able to defend themselves. 
g. Homoioteleuton 
       Homoioteleuton is the repetition of similar endings in two or more adjacent 
words, clauses, or lines. The first example of homoioteleuton in Michelle Obama’s 
speech is presented below. 
Because many of these girls have faced unthinkable obstacles just to attend 
school, jeopardizing their personal safety, their freedom, risking the rejection of 
their families and communities 
           (Datum No. 04) 
In this part of her speech, Mrs. Obama talked about how much hardships that women 
have to endure to fight for their rights. This talk happened at the celebration event of 
the International Day of the Girl and Let Girls Learn. She mentions that she was able 
to talks about those girls’ aspirations and obstacles in their lives. Mrs. Obama comes 
to the point in which families can also be one of the obstacles for gaining their rights. 
She repeated the suffix –es in the word family and community. The repetition of 
similar endings marked the happening of homioteleuton. 
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       The next example of homoioteleuton shown below is found when Michelle 
Obama talked about Trump’s misbehavior towards women.  
And now here I am, out on the campaign trail in an election where we have 
consistently been hearing hurtful, hateful language about women--language that 
has been painful for so many of us 
          (Datum No. 06) 
In response to Trump’s comment about how he sexually abused women in the past, 
Mrs. Obama reacts by saying that his comment was such a pain for women in 
general. Not only that Trump has sexually abused women, but also he bragged about 
it in public. Hearing those comments about how he treated women, Mrs. Obama gives 
her honest opinion. She regards Trump, even though she never mentions his name 
directly, has been delivering not appropriate comments about women. She says that 
his comments were hurtful, hateful, and also painful. The repetition of the word –ful 
in the sentence above shows the occurrence of homoioteleuton.  
       The talks about how Hillary Clinton’s opponent mistreated women continue to 
next part of Michelle Obama’s speech. Another homoioteleuton is found in Mrs. 
Obama’s speech as she addressing Trump’s misbehavior. Below is the example of 
homoioteleuton. 
This is a powerful individual speaking freely and openly about sexually 
predatory behavior. 
          (Datum No. 12) 
Here, Mrs. Obama talks about how Trump acted inappropriately without considering 
the after effect of his action in public. She regards Trump as a powerful individual. 
By saying so, Mrs. Obama implies that the words from such a person could affect the 
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whole country or even the world. She indicates that the way a person acts and 
behaves is the reflection of that person’s personalities. She addresses Trump’s 
bragging about sexually assaulting women in public was a form of disrespect towards 
women. Such behavior should not be continued. The way she defines Trump’s 
behavior in her speech was a form of defensive acts towards women. Mrs. Obama 
states that such comments or behaviors could not be ignored. People should be aware 
that such behavior needs to be discussed and talked about. She used the suffix –ly to 
describe Trump’s inappropriate behavior. The suffix marked the happening of similar 
endings in two or more adjacent words. The similar endings to those words showed 
the occurrence of homoioteleuton. 
2. Functions of Verbal Parallelism in Michelle Obama’s Speech at Hillary for 
America Campaign in New Hampshire  
       Based on the second objective of the research, the next analysis deals with the 
functions of verbal parallelism found in Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for 
America campaign in New Hampshire. Verbal Parallelism as a form of repetition 
carries out its own functions. Tannen (2007) lists four functions of repetition used in 
spoken communication, namely production, comprehension, connection, and 
interaction. Those four functions which are found in Michelle Obama’s Speech at 
Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire are explained in the following 
discussion. 
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a. Production   
       The first function is called production. By this function, verbal parallelism can be 
used as a source of producing sufficient talk. Repetition allows the speaker to set up a 
slot for additional information. Some types of verbal parallelism in Michelle Obama’s 
speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire which have the function 
of production are explained in the following. 
And I had the pleasure of spending hours talking to some of the most amazing 
young women you will ever meet, young girls here in the U.S. and all around the 
world. And we talked about their hopes and their dreams. We talked about 
their aspirations. 
           (Datum No. 03) 
This datum occurs when Mrs. Obama started to get a little serious with her campaign 
speech as she said. She opened up her serious part of the speech by mentioning the 
celebration event that was held at the White House a few days before. That 
celebration event was as previously mentioned, the celebration of the International 
Day of the Girl and Let Girls Learn, the initiative that she launched as the First Lady 
of the United States. In that event, she invited some of the best young women from 
the U.S. and also from all around the world. Then, the repetition of we talked about 
their happened as she talks about her experience. The repetition here is used to allow 
her to stimulate what to think next. As she utters the words “hopes” and “dreams” 
there seemed to be a little pause in between. Then she starts to repeat her initial word 
combination which is we talked about their to produce the next sentence.  
       The next example of how the function of production works in Michelle Obama’s 
speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire is presented as follows. 
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We’re just trying to keep our heads above water, just trying to get through it, 
trying to pretend like this doesn’t really bother us maybe because we think that 
admitting how much it hurts makes us as women look weak. 
          (Datum No. 17) 
The use of anaphora as one of the types of verbal parallelism in her statement is 
functioned to produce additional information as she repeated the same words. The 
words repeated are just trying to. Those words are repeated as she mentioned about 
Hillary Clinton’s misbehavior towards women that he bragged in public. Mrs. Obama 
tries to recall that incident as she wanted the audience, especially women, to fight for 
their rights. The additional information is formed as she mentioned that after the 
incident, most women trying to keep their heads above water. Moreover, they were 
trying to get through it. They were trying to pretend that it does not bother them. Mrs. 
Obama implies that the incident in which Trump freely bragging about sexually 
assaulting women bothered her and all women all around the country. She points out 
that no women deserved to be treated the wrong way.  
       The last example of production can be seen in the following when Michelle 
Obama continued to talk about how bad Trump’s behavior was.  
This is not normal. This is not politics as usual. 
         (Datum No. 19) 
These sentences are uttered by Mrs. Obama as she clearly stated her opinion to the 
people of New Hampshire that what was done by Hillary Clinton’s opponent was 
something that should not be done. As she emphasizes her speech on the words this is 
not in which she repeated, she voiced out her disagreement to such misbehavior. By 
repeating those words, she produces language in a more efficient way. 
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b. Comprehension 
       The second function is comprehension. Since the production function is more 
advantageous for the speaker, the comprehension function is more beneficial to the 
audience or the hearer. Various examples of how verbal parallelism carries out 
comprehension function are presented as follows. 
This is not something that we can ignore. It’s not something we can just 
sweep under the rug as just another disturbing footnote in a sad election season. 
          (Datum No. 10) 
These sentences are uttered by Mrs. Obama as she stated her feelings towards 
Trump’s action in which he bragged about sexually assaulting women. She says that 
she could not stop thinking about that. That was why she talks about that on her 
campaign speech. She repeatedly says this is not something we can. Those words 
were referred to Trump’s action. She repeating those words because she wants to 
make sure that the audience understood about her opinion. She wants the audience to 
think the same way as she did. She tries to get the audience to know that assaulting 
women is not an appropriate thing to do.  
         In other example of comprehension function, Michelle Obama lists out the 
criteria that should be owned by the next President of the U.S. 
We need someone who is a uniting force in this country.  We need someone 
who will heal the wounds that divide us, 
        (Datum No. 31) 
As she talkes about how the next President of the U.S. should be, Mrs. Obama lists 
out her opinion on the characteristics of a person that is needed by Americans. She 
mentions that the next President of the U.S. should not behave freely towards 
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women. She also mentions that such behaviour showed that it was not a decent 
human being would do. Later, she states that the U.S. needed someone who could 
unite the country and heal the wounds of the country. She repeats her words to let 
the audience comprehend what she talked about. She wants to audience to really 
feel the need of someone who could do both for the country.  
       Michelle Obama continues her speech by highlighting Hillary Clinton’s 
biography. The function of comprehension is found in that aspect of her speech as 
explained below. 
She doesn’t blame others. She doesn’t abandon ship for something easier. 
          (Datum No. 35) 
As Mrs. Obama mentioning Hillary Clinton’s biography, she points out some strong 
appeals that Hillary has. Mrs. Obama pictures Hillary Clinton to the audience as 
someone who does not blame others and does not take a shortcut in her life. The 
repetition of the words she doesn’t took the big role in Mrs. Obama’s sentences to 
emphasize the message she brought. She repeats those words in order for the 
audience to receive the information how decent Hillary Clinton was to be the next 
President. By mentioning some of Hillary Clinton positive characteristics as a person, 
Mrs. Obama wants to make the audience aware of the plus points of Hillary Clinton. 
c. Connection 
       Repetition also serves a referential and tying function. Repeating the same words 
shows how utterances are linked to each sentence and how the ideas are presented. 
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Moreover, repetition connects the meaning of the sentence and discourse. The 
examples of connection function are presented below. 
It’s that feeling of terror and violation that too many women have felt when 
someone has grabbed them, or forced himself on them. 
         (Datum No. 14) 
This example shows how repetition functioned to tie the idea of the clauses above. 
The word them is repeated as a reference to women. In this case, Mrs. Obama is 
talking about how women must be felt when someone acts aggressively towards 
them. She is indicating that women must be felt terrified on such actions. She ties her 
ideas by mentioning women as she did not want people to put down women. She 
implies the importance of appreciating women’s feelings.  
       Another example of connection function that is found in Michelle Obama’s 
speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire is shown in the 
following. 
A six-year-old knows that this is not how adults behave.  This is not how 
decent human beings behave.  And this is certainly not how someone who 
wants to be President of the United States behaves. 
         (Datum No. 28) 
Mrs. Obama is giving a concrete example of how a six year old boy reacted to 
Trump’s behavior in the news on TV. She recounts the story of what that boy said to 
his parents after watching the news. He said that a person with such behavior could 
not be the next President of the United States. By saying that, Mrs. Obama draws her 
conclusion that even a six year old kid knew what kind of person who should be the 
next President. She connects her ideas on how a candidate of the next President of the 
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United States should not be behaved. She repeatedly saying the word behave as the 
main point of her message. She wants to convey her message to the audience that 
behavior of the President of the United States matters in deciding the future of the 
country.   
d. Interaction 
       In spoken communication, the interaction between the speaker and the hearer 
plays an important part for developing effective communication. In other words, 
repetition also links the individual speakers in a conversation to bond with the 
audience or the hearer. Some examples of interaction function in Michelle Obama’s 
speech are presented in the following. 
then how can we maintain our moral authority in the world? How can we 
continue to be a beacon of freedom and justice and human dignity? 
        (Datum No. 41) 
Mrs. Obama brings back the issue of what if a President routinely degrades women 
and brags about sexually assaulting women to stress her persuasive message. She 
asks the audience what they could do if such President is elected. She repeats the 
question words as form of interacting with the audience. She tries to hold the 
audience’s attention all the way to the end. This kind of repetition functioned can be 
seen as the interaction that happened between the speaker and the hearer. After Mrs. 
Obama uttering her sentences in the form of question by stressing the repeated words, 
the audience applauded her. By doing so, it can be implied that the audience were 
agreeing with what Mrs. Obama was voicing out.  
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       Another example in which the audience responded to what Mrs. Obama was 
saying is presented below.  
say enough is enough. 
        (Datum No. 21) 
Mrs. Obama is talking about how to stop such inappropriate behavior towards 
women. In this short clause, Mrs. Obama reassures the audience to come together to 
fight back to such inappropriate actions. She makes a clear point to ask the audience 
to stop that behavior by repeating the word enough. She certainly makes her words 
heard by the audience. By stressing on the word enough, Mrs. Obama tries to make 
the audience to agree with what she was saying. She tries to bond her message to the 
audience. After hearing that, the audience responded by giving applause to Mrs. 
Obama speech.  
3. Themes in Michelle Obama’s Speech at Hillary for America Campaign in 
New Hampshire 
       As stated in the literature review, a theme is the main ideas or underlying 
meanings conveyed by a piece of text. In a speech, the themes are delivered by the 
speaker through all the speech elements. A theme can also be functioned as unifying 
ideas in a speech. The way the speaker delivers the speech also becomes an important 
element in determining the themes. An example of more specific element of stylistic 
devices aiming to craft the themes in a speech is verbal parallelism. The choice of 
words repeated in verbal parallelism can give away the themes employed in the 
speech. However, in determining the themes, all elements in the unit should be 
looked up.  
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       In Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for America campaign in New 
Hampshire, there are five themes that can be reflected. They are women’s rights, 
women’s insecurity, opponent’s misbehavior, gender equality, and persuasion to 
voters. The detailed explanation of each theme is presented in the following. 
a. Women’s Rights 
       Michelle Obama as the speaker of the campaign speech brings up the issue about 
women. It is inevitable that the theme of her speech would be related to women. Mrs. 
Obama states over and over in her speech that women deserved to be treated the right 
way. She says that women have their own dreams and hopes that should be respected.  
       As a result, the theme of women’s rights is inferred from the speech given by 
Mrs. Obama. The theme of women’s rights appears when Mrs. Obama was talking 
about the celebration event she attended. The event was the International Day of the 
Girl and Let Girls Learn.  
See, on Tuesday, at the White House, we celebrated the International Day of the 
Girl and Let Girls Learn, and it was a wonderful celebration. It was the last 
event that I’m going to be doing as First Lady for Let Girls Learn. And I had the 
pleasure of spending hourse talking to some of the most amazing young women  
 
you will ever meet, young girls here in the U.S. and all around the world.  
(Datum No. 03) 
Looking at the context in which those sentences were uttered, it can be inferred that 
Mrs. Obama was proud to attend that event. The event itself was exclusively designed 
for women. It proves the reality that women could have their own space that no one 
could forbid. It shows that women’s rights matter in society. Women could have their 
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own community to attend and to be part of. Women also deserved to celebrate their 
special day.  
       Another example of the occurrence of women’s rights as the theme in Michelle 
Obama’s speech is given below. 
I wanted them to understand that the measure of any society is how it treats its 
women and girls. And I told them that they deserve to be treated with dignity 
and respect, and I told them that they should disregard anyone who demeans 
or devalues them, and that they should make their voices heard in the world. 
         (Datum No. 05) 
 
Continuing the talk about Let Girls Learn celebration event, Mrs. Obama mentions 
that she tries to encourage those young women to be brave. She tell those young 
women that they deserved to be treated with dignity and respect. The use of repetition 
on the words and I told them that they emphasizing the message that Mrs. Obama 
wants to convey. By repeating those words, she also attempts to convince the 
audience to work together on how women should be treated. She insists what women 
deserve as the rights that women posses. Women’s voices deserved to be heard by the 
society. She invites all those young women to act bravely and proudly as women. 
b. Women’s Insecurity 
       The next theme is still closely related to women. As Michelle Obama brings up 
the issue of Hillary Clinton’s opponent who bragged about sexually assaulting 
women, she tried to deliver her message in her speech in the theme of women’s 
insecurity. Various example of the theme reflected in Michelle Obama’s speech are 
presented as follows. 
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And now here I am, out on the campaign trail in an election where we have 
consistently been hearing hurtful, hateful language about women--language that 
has been painful for so many of us. 
         (Datum No. 06) 
This example describes how Hillary Clinton’s opponent action affecting women. Mrs. 
Obama reacts to by saying that his comment was such a pain for women in general. 
She regards Trump, even though she never mentions his name directly, has been 
delivering not appropriate comments about women. She says that his comments are 
hurtful, hateful, and also painful to be heard by women in particular. The words 
“hurtful’ and “painful” show the women’s feeling towards such action. Mrs. Obama 
addresses women must be feeling insecure by hearing such comments delivered by a 
candidate for President.  
c. Opponent’s Misbehavior 
       The next theme found in Michelle Obama’s speech is about opponent’s 
misbehavior. As Mrs. Obama clearly addresses how Trump acts towards women in 
her speech, she wants the audience to understand the message she conveys. Various 
examples of this theme are shown in the following. 
We have a candidate for President of the United States who, over the course of 
his lifetime and the course of this campaign, has said things about women that 
are shocking, so demeaning that I simply will not repeat anything here today. 
         (Datum No. 07) 
 
This statement is the continuation of the previous statement about Trump given by 
Mrs. Obama. Here, she points out again how Trump has treated women. She 
emphasizes that Trump has been treating women wrongly, not only on the current 
campaign, but also on his whole life. She repeats the words the course of in each 
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beginning of her clause to emphasize her message. By stating such sentences, Mrs. 
Obama tries to show the audience what kind of person Trump is seen from his actions 
in public.  
       The second example presented below shows how Mrs. Obama addressing 
Trump’s action.  
last week, we saw this candidate actually bragging about sexually assaulting 
women. And I can’t believe that I’m saying that a candidate for President of the 
United States has bragged about sexually assaulting women. 
         (Datum No. 09) 
The fact that Mrs. Obama brings up the issue about how Trump assaulting women 
shows how she does not want Trump to be the next President of the United States. 
She repeats the word bragging about sexually assaulting women which implies the 
negative aspect of Trump as a candidate for President. In that context, Mrs. Obama 
talks about how a candidate for a President talked freely about doing such actions 
does not reflect the characteristics of a President. By bringing that issue, Mrs. Obama 
wants to make sure that the audience, especially women should be aware about such 
actions. By stating those sentences, Mrs. Obama lays out the theme of opponet’s 
misbehavior to the audience. 
       The last example of how Michelle Obama talks about Trump’s action can be seen 
below. 
“Because the other guy called someone a piggy, and,” he said, “you cannot be 
President if you call someone a piggy.”   
         (Datum No. 26)  
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An anecdote of a six year old kid reacting to the news in which Trump talked about 
assaulting women is presented by Mrs. Obama. Carrying on with the story of a boy 
responding to Trump’s action, Mrs. Obama recalls the sentences that the boy said to 
his parents. The repetition at the final parts of the sentences in her speech is used by 
Mrs. Obama to describe such wrongful behavior addressed to women. While 
recounting the boy’s term given to a man with inappropriate behavior, Mrs. Obama 
tries to plant logical appeals to the audience how Trump misbehaved. 
d. Gender Equality 
       Gender equality becomes one of the themes in Michelle Obama’s speech. In her 
speech, she brings up the issue of gender equality. Several examples are shown in the 
following. 
They are loving fathers who are sickened by the thought of their daughters 
being exposed to this kind of vicious language about women.  They are 
husbands and brothers and sons who don’t tolerate women being treated and 
demeaned and disrespected. 
         (Datum No. 23) 
After talking about Hillary Clinton’s opponent’s misbehavior, Mrs. Obama starts to 
lay out the characteristics of men who appreciate women. Here, Mrs. Obama states 
her believe that men surround us do not treat women in a bad way. She repeats the 
beginning part of her sentences to emphasize that men in our life have good and 
proper behavior. She states her belief that men around us are disengaged to such 
inappropriate behavior towards women. By mentioning those characteristics, Mrs. 
Obama tries to point out that gender equality matters in society. She wants the 
audience to believe and respect that.  
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       Below is another example of the employment of gender equality theme in 
Michelle Obama’s speech. 
Strong men -- men who are truly role models -- don’t need to put down women 
to make themselves feel powerful. 
        (Datum No. 29) 
This datum occurs when Mrs. Obama was talking about how an adult should behave. 
She mentions that men do not need to put down women to make themselves feel 
powerful. That expression shows how she wants to spread the issue of gender 
equality to the audience. She wants to make the audience realizes the fact that an 
adult should behave by respecting others without discriminating their gender. The 
context of those sentences brings up the theme of gender equality in her speech. 
e. Persuasion to Voters 
       The last theme which can be reflected from Michelle Obama’s speech at Hollary 
for America campaign in New Hampshire is none other than persuasion to voters. As 
it is a campaign speech, the speakers will try to gain public interest to vote for the 
candidate they represent. Some of the examples in which persuasion to voters theme 
can be found are presented below. 
People who are truly strong lift others up.  People who are truly powerful 
bring others together.  And that is what we need in our next President. 
         (Datum No. 30) 
Nearing the end of the speech, Mrs. Obama comes to the point where she invites all 
of the audience to vote for Hillary Clinton. In these sentences, Mrs. Obama convinces 
the audience that powerful people would not treat others badly. By not mentioning 
Trump’s name. Mrs. Obama emphasizes that the next President of the United States 
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should act gracefully. Here, she indirectly drags down Trump and his inappropriate 
behavior. As known by others, Trump has been bragging about sexually assaulting 
women in public. By doing so, Mrs. Obama implies that she wants the audience to 
vote for Hillary Clinton. 
       The next example of the way this theme is carried out in Michelle Obama’s 
speech is shown in the following.  
She is an outstanding mother. She has raised a phenomenal young woman. She 
is a loving, loyal wife.  She’s a devoted daughter who cared for her mother 
until her final days.   
         (Datum No. 36) 
In addition to the previous statements, Mrs. Obama accentuates more about Hillary 
Clinton’s experiences. She happens to emphasize the biggest differences between 
Hillary Clinton and her opponent. By pointing out Hillary’s strength, Mrs. Obama 
makes the audience aware of the plus points of Hillary Clinton. Showing a 
candidate’s strong points is a good move to persuade the audience to vote. Here is 
what Mrs. Obama has been doing; she highlights all of Hillary Clinton’s 
achievements throughout her career in a political field and in real life. By mentioning 
Hillary Clinton in real life, Mrs. Obama wants to show that Hillary Clinton is the 
perfect choice for the next President of the United States. She focuses on how Hillary 
Clinton being positive both in her real life and in her political career.  
        The following example shows the theme of persuasion to voters is reflected by 
Michelle Obama. 
We have knowledge. We have a voice. We have a vote. 
         (Datum No. 43) 
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Furthermore, Mrs. Obama points out the advantage held by all people in the United 
States. She happens to repeat the word we have as the appeal to the audience. She 
makes sure that the audience understands themselves as people who have rights. 
Looking at the context where those sentences are uttered, Mrs. Obama tries to 
convince the audience about her opinion on Hillary Clinton. The co-occurrence of the 
words “knowledge”, “a voice”, and “a vote” shows that Mrs. Obama believing the 
audience knows who to choose as the next President of the United States. By doing 
so, Mrs. Obama tries to convince the audience to vote for Hillary Clinton as a part of 
this campaign. 
       To summarize, in delivering her speech, Michelle Obama tends to use nearly all 
types of verbal parallelism, except for antistrophe. Those seven types of verbal 
parallelism found in her speech carry their own functions. Since there are two 
functions that can be identified in almost all types of verbal parallelism, those 
functions can be stated as the main functions of verbal parallelism in Michelle 
Obama’s speech. They are production and comprehension. Moreover, in carrying the 
types and functions, Michelle Obama also delivers two main themes of her speech. 
Opponent’s misbehavior and Persuasion to voters can be categorized as the main 
themes because the speaker tries to make an appeal to the audience. As the speech is 
given in a political campaign event, trying to persuade the audience by calling on a 
particular issue can be very helpful.        
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGESTIONS 
       This chapter consists of two sections, namely conclusions and suggestions. The 
conclusions section provides the summary of the research findings and discussion. 
The conclusions are drawn based on the formulation of the problem and the 
objectives of the research. Meanwhile, in the second section, some suggestions in 
regard to the research are provided for some related parties.  
A. Conclusions 
       Based on the findings and discussion, some conclusions related to verbal 
parallelism found in Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for America campaign in 
New Hampshire can be drawn as follows. 
1. The first objective of this research is to identify the types of verbal parallelism in 
Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire. The 
data of this research are drawn based on Leech’s theory of verbal parallelism. Among 
the eight types of verbal parallelism proposed by Leech, there are only seven types of 
verbal parallelism found in Michelle Obama’s speech at Hillary for America 
campaign in New Hampshire. They are anaphora, epistrophe, symploce, anadiplosis, 
epanalepsis, polyptoton, and homoioteleuton. The one type of verbal parallelism that 
cannot be found in her speech is called antistrophe. Antistrophe does not occur since 
there is no repetition of units in a reverse order. The speaker of the given speech 
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tends to repeat the words, phrases, or clauses in a forward order to emphasize her 
messages.   
2. The second objective of this research describes the function of verbal parallelism. 
As for the functions, the theory proposed by Deborah Tannen is used. It is stated that 
there are four functions of repetition which are production, comprehension, 
connection, and interaction. All of the four functions are found in Michelle Obama’s 
speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire. However, there are two 
main functions that can be inferred from the findings, namely production and 
comprehension. Out of seven types of verbal parallelism discovered in the speech, 
both production and comprehension functions can be found in six types of verbal 
parallelism. The speaker of the speech uses verbal parallelism mainly to produce 
sentences in a more effective way. By doing that, the speech given becomes easier to 
comprehend by the audience. Both the speaker and the audience are given the 
benefits from those two functions. The use of verbal parallelism gives the audience 
time to reflect on the speaker’s words because there is less information delivered. As 
for the speaker, the use of verbal parallelism enables her to think about what to say 
next.  
3. The last objective of this research deals with the themes in Michelle Obama’s 
speech at Hillary for America campaign in New Hampshire. Among all the data 
belonging to verbal parallelism that appear the the speech, some of the data are used 
to dig up the information about the themes employed by the speaker. The speech 
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given by Michelle Obama as a political campaign to promote Hillary Clinton for the 
presidential election deals with various things, such as her view on women assault, 
rights to vote, gender equality, and so on. Furthermore, there are five themes that can 
be reflected. They are women’s rights, women’s insecurity, opponent’s misbehavior, 
gender equality, and persuasion to voters. Among these five themes, there are two 
main themes found in the speech. Those two themes are opponent’s misbehavior and 
persuasion to voters. As a normal political campaign speech, the speaker tends to 
bring out the opposing candidate’s shortcomings. In addition, to highlight the 
difference between both candidates, the speaker also provides the merits of the 
candidate she supports to persuade the audience to vote her.   
B. Suggestions 
       In this section, some suggestions in regard to the research are provided for some 
related parties as follows. 
       For the general readers, this research is expected to give common knowledge 
about stylistics and verbal parallelism. Verbal parallelism does not only appear in 
literary works, but also in non-literary works. It also can occur in daily 
communication. Regarding this reason, the basic knowledge about verbal parallelism 
is expected to be beneficial.   
       Meanwhile, for those who major in English Language and Literature study 
program, this research is expected to afford the specific knowledge in stylistics field. 
As stylistics covers several phenomena of language, the knowledge on a specific 
aspect or stylistic device can be advantageous. In this research, verbal parallelism is 
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brought up as the topic. The detailed explanation of verbal parallelism is presented in 
the previous chapter. Furthermore, this research which analyzes verbal parallelism in 
a speech can be used as a bibliographical resource for the next relevant types of 
research.  
      Since this type of research which deals with verbal parallelism is not much 
conducted, this research hopefully can inspire other researchers to conduct new other 
research in the same field by using different objects. They can use other relevant 
objects to complete all the types and functions of verbal parallelism. Moreover, they 
are hopefully able to add more profound knowledge about verbal parallelism. 
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Appendix A. Data Sheet of Types and Functions of Verbal Parallelism, and Themes in Michelle Obama’s Speech  
At Hillary for America Campaign in New Hampshire 
 
Notes: 
Types of Verbal Parallelism  Functions of Verbal Parallelism  Themes 
a : Anaphora    1 : Production    i   : Women’s rights 
b : Epistrophe    2 : Comprehension   ii  : Women’s insecurity 
c : Symploce    3 : Connection    iii : Opponent’s misbehavior 
d : Anadiplosis    4 : Interaction    iv : Gender equality 
e : Epanalepsis         v  : Persuasion to voters 
f : Antistrophe     
g : Polyptoton 
h : Homoioteleuton 
 
No Data 
Types  Functions  Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
1 I am so thrilled to be here with 
you all today in New 
Hampsire. This is like home to 
me, and this day, thank you for 
a beautiful day. You just 
ordered this day up for me, 
don’t you? 
           
  
    
 Mrs. Obama expresses her pleasure as she 
is able to greet the people of New 
Hampshire. Here, she uses a question tag 
which begins and ends with the same 
word. She intends to interact with the 
audience before she officially begins her 
campaign speech. She interacts with the 
audience in order to gain their attention, so 
that her speech would be listened to and 
understood. 
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No Data 
Types Functions Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
2 See, on Tuesday, at the White 
House, we celebrated the 
International Day of the Girl 
and Let Girls Learn, and it was 
a wonderful celebration. It was 
the last event that I’m going to 
be doing as First Lady for Let 
Girls Learn. 
             
    
Before coming to the main topic of her 
speech, Mrs. Obama highlighting the 
previous event she attended. As the 
previous event is closely related to what 
she is going to talk about in her speech 
later, which is women. She happens to 
repeat some similar words which 
categorized as polyptoton in her sentences 
when she talks about International Day of 
the Girl celebration. The recurrence of 
polyptoton is marked by the words 
“celebrated” and “celebration” which 
come from the same root. By stating that 
utterance, she wants to let the audience 
understand how women are deserved to 
have their own International Day. 
3 And I had the pleasure of 
spending hours talking to some 
of the most amazing young 
women you will ever meet, 
young girls here in the U.S. and 
all around the world. And we 
talked about their hopes and 
their dreams. We talked about 
their aspirations. 
              
   
Here, Mrs. Obama still talks about women 
she met in the International Day of the 
Girl she met. She happens to repeat the 
same words at the beginning of her 
sentences as she wants to point out what 
she was doing in that event. She tries to 
make the audience aware of the 
importance of young women for the future 
world. 
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No Data 
Types Functions  Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
4 Because many of these girls 
have faced unthinkable 
obstacles just to attend school, 
jeopardizing their personal 
safety, their freedom, risking 
the rejection of their families 
and communities 
             
    
Talking about how much hardships that 
women have to endure to fight for their 
rights, Mrs. Obama comes to the point in 
which families can also be one of the 
obstacles for gaining their rights. She 
repeated the suffix –es to connect the word 
“family” and “community”. To make them 
parallel and connect to each other 
grammatically. 
5 I wanted them to understand 
that the measure of any society 
is how it treats its women and 
girls. And I told them that 
they deserve to be treated with 
dignity and respect, and I told 
them that they should 
disregard anyone who 
demeans or devalues them, 
and that they should make 
their voices heard in the world. 
             
    
As she nearly comes to the main idea of 
her speech, Mrs. Obama marks her 
sentences by repeating some words about 
how she supports women. She cares about 
how women should be treated in society. 
By repeating those words, she also 
attempts to convince the audience to work 
together on how gender equality should be 
achieved. She allows the audience to 
comprehend the information by repeating 
those words. 
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No Data 
Types Functions Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
6 And now here I am, out on the 
campaign trail in an election 
where we have consistently 
been hearing hurtful, hateful 
language about women--
language that has been painful 
for so many of us 
            
 
 
   
In response to Trump’s comment about 
how he sexually abused women in the 
past, Mrs. Obama reacts by saying that his 
comment was such a pain for women in 
general. She regards Trump, even though 
she never mentions his name directly, has 
been delivering not appropriate comments 
about women. She says that his comments 
are hurtful, hateful, and also painful. The 
repetition of the word –ful is used to make 
the sentence parallel. It connects the 
overall statement of Mrs. Obama towards 
Trump’s comment.  
7 We have a candidate for 
President of the United States 
who, over the course of his 
lifetime and the course of this 
campaign, has said things about 
women that are shocking, so 
demeaning that I simply will 
not repeat anything here today. 
            
 
 
 
 
  
This statement is the continuation of the 
previous statement about Trump given by 
Mrs. Obama. Here, she points out again 
how Trump has treated women. She 
emphasizes that Trump has been treating 
women wrongly, not only on the current 
campaign, but also on his whole life. She 
repeats the words “the course of” in each 
beginning of her clause. By repeating 
those words, Mrs. Obama is able to carry 
her sentence in the speech with relatively 
less effort. 
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No Data 
Types Functions Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
8 We have a candidate for 
President of the United States 
who, over the course of his 
lifetime and the course of this 
campaign, has said things about 
women that are shocking, so 
demeaning that I simply will 
not repeat anything here today. 
            
 
 
 
 
  
The talk about Trump’s inappropriate 
behavior towards women continued in 
these sentences as Mrs. Obama used –ing 
in repetition to the words “shocking” and 
“demeaning”. Those two words show how 
Trump’s statement is received by people 
in the United States. The repetition of –ing 
is also used to make the sentence 
grammatically parallel and to emphasize 
the negative side caused by Trump’s 
action.    
9 last week, we saw this 
candidate actually bragging 
about sexually assaulting 
women. And I can’t believe 
that I’m saying that a candidate 
for President of the United 
States has bragged about 
sexually assaulting women. 
            
 
  
  
Mrs. Obama takes down Trump by stating 
some repeated words as a fact that 
Trump’s comments were completely 
inappropriate. She says how Trump 
bragging about sexually assaulting 
women. Those repeated words are 
categorized as epistrophe since it happens 
at the end of each sentence. She insists 
how Trump’s behavior towards women to 
the audience. She tries to convince the 
audience that such behavior is unsuitable 
for a President candidate. 
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No Data 
Types Functions Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
10 This is not something that we 
can ignore. It’s not something 
we can just sweep under the 
rug as just another disturbing 
footnote in a sad election 
season. 
            
 
 
   
The fact that Trump has bragged about 
sexually assaulting women is not a usual 
thing to be heard from a candidate for 
President of the United States. That was 
the idea Mrs. Obama tried to deliver to the 
audience. She repeatedly says that over 
and over. The words “this” and “it” in her 
repeated phrase are referred to Trump’s 
behavior.  Less new information is carried 
by Mrs. Obama in order for the audience 
to pay attention to every word and to 
comprehend what has been delivered so 
far. 
11 Because this was not just a 
“lewd conversation”. This 
wasn’t just locker-room banter 
            
 
 
 
 
  
Mrs. Obama addressed Trump’s behavior 
as something that cannot be ignored and 
taken for granted. As in her sentences 
here, she repeated the initial words in both 
sentences. She intended to share her 
opinion that that kind of behavior is so 
wrong. She repeated those words to 
produce clear ideas of her speech. It also 
to make the audience get the main point of 
her sentences. 
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No Data 
Types Functions Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
12 This is a powerful individual 
speaking freely and openly 
about sexually predatory 
behavior. 
            
 
 
 
 
  
Here, Mrs. Obama talked about how 
Trump acted inappropriately without 
considering the after effect of his action in 
public. She used the suffix –ly to describe 
Trump’s wrongful behavior. She repeated 
the –ly to show the connection of how 
Trump’s actions done.  
13 And actually bragging about 
kissing and groping women. 
            
 
 
 
 
  
Again in this part of her speech, Mrs. 
Obama still talking about Trump’s 
inappropriateness in public. The difference 
of repetition between this utterance and 
her previous ones are that in this sentence, 
she repeated the suffix –ing. The repetition 
of –ing is used to make a parallel 
statement about Trump’s actions.  
14 It’s that feeling of terror and 
violation that too many women 
have felt when someone has 
grabbed them, or forced 
himself on them. 
            
 
 
   
Mrs. Obama continues her speech that 
women would feel very insecure when 
men’s behavior towards them is too 
aggressive or even close to violation. She 
repeats the words “them” which refers to 
women to connect every idea of her 
statement. So that the audience would 
understand it easier. Instead of saying the 
word “women” too often, she uses the 
pronoun “them”.  
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No Data 
Types Functions Themes 
Explanation 
a b c d e f g h 1 2 3 4 i ii iii iv v 
15 We thought all of that was 
ancient history, didn’t we?  
            
  
 
  
In this part of her speech, the word “that” 
refers to Trump’s behavior towards 
women. Mrs. Obama uses a question tag 
which begins and ends with the same word 
to interact with the audience. She wanted 
the audience to think the way she thinks 
about Trump’s behavior.  
16 But here we are in 2016, and 
we’re hearing these exact same 
things every day on the 
campaign trail. We are 
drowning in it. 
            
  
 
  
Continuing her speech about how 
unpleasant Trump’s actions towards 
women, Mrs. Obama states that the 
Americans are too exposed to such actions 
on the campaign trail. She wanted to stop 
such actions and asked the audience to do 
so with her. It can be seen by the repetition 
of the initial words in her sentences which 
talking about “we” as Americans. That 
repetition happened to allow Mrs. Obama 
to produce her talk so that she can deliver 
her speech properly. 
 
17 We’re just trying to keep our 
heads above water, just trying 
to get through it, trying to 
pretend like this doesn’t really 
bother us maybe because we 
think that admitting how much 
it hurts makes us as women 
look weak. 
            
  
 
  
These sentences are delivered by Mrs. 
Obama as the expression of women when 
such unpleasant behavior is targeted to 
them. She repeated the beginning words of 
her sentences in order to express how 
women in general would feel about such 
behavior. That repetition is also used as a 
medium for her to let the audience 
understood such feelings. 
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18 Maybe we’re afraid to be that 
vulnerable. Maybe we’ve 
grown accustomed to 
swallowing these emotions and 
staying quiet, because we’ve 
seen that people often won’t 
take our word over his. Or 
maybe we don’t want to 
believe that there are still 
people out there who think so 
little of us as women.  
            
  
 
  
In parallel with her previous statements, 
here, Mrs. Obama expresses how women 
would feel if they are being treated 
wrongly. She happens to repeat the initial 
words of her sentences to address that 
women should fight back if someone does 
that inappropriate behavior to them. She 
strongly agrees that kind of inappropriate 
behavior should not be ignored. These 
repetitions in her sentences emphasize her 
argument that is comprehensible to the 
audience. 
 
19 This is not normal. This is not 
politics as usual. 
            
  
 
  
These sentences strongly support her 
argument that women should not act as if 
that inappropriate behavior was just an 
issue that is normal. Mrs. Obama repeats 
her words “this is not” which refer to the 
inappropriate behavior. The use of 
negative in her sentences shows that she 
undoubtedly disagrees to such action. 
 
20 It’s about basic human 
decency. It’s about right and 
wrong. 
            
  
 
  
Mrs. Obama continues to emphasize how 
wrong that action was. She states that 
people should respond to that action in a 
right manner. She shows the image of the 
peaceful world she wants. She comes to 
the basic of the idea about gender equality. 
By repeating the reference to that 
unpleasant action, she defines how people 
should act to such actions. She encourages  
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                   people to realize that such behavior does 
not match to the basic human decency. 
She tells people to see what is right and 
wrong. 
21 and say enough is enough.              
   
 
 
In this short clause, Mrs. Obama reassures 
the audience to come together to fight 
back to such inappropriate actions. She 
makes a clear point to ask the audience to 
stop that behavior by repeating the word 
“enough”. She certainly makes her words 
comprehensible to the audience. 
22 What lessons are they learning 
about their value as 
professionals, as human beings, 
about their dreams and 
aspirations? 
            
   
 
 
In this context of speech, Mrs. Obama 
involves children as the future generation, 
What things they should be exposed to. 
She questions the audience if they want 
their children to be exposed to such harsh 
words about women. The repetition of 
suffix –s comes as the parallel expression. 
She pictures how children as professionals 
and as human beings should learn their 
value. Children as the next generation to 
make the world a better place should be 
able to pursue their dreams and 
aspirations. 
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23 They are loving fathers who 
are sickened by the thought of 
their daughters being exposed 
to this kind of vicious 
language about women.  They 
are husbands and brothers and 
sons who don’t tolerate 
women being treated and 
demeaned and disrespected. 
 
            
   
 
 
Here, Mrs. Obama states her believe that 
men surround us do not treat women in a 
bad way. She repeats the beginning part of 
her sentences to emphasize that men in our 
life have good and proper behavior. She 
states her belief that men around us are 
disengaged to such inappropriate behavior 
towards women.  
24 They are husbands and 
brothers and sons who don’t 
tolerate women being treated 
and demeaned and 
disrespected. 
            
   
 
 
To support her previous statement about 
men having good mannerism, Mrs. Obama 
defines her image of men. She repeats the 
suffix –ed to make a grammatically correct 
sentence which is connect to each word or 
expression to describe men. In this part, 
she believes that men would fight back if 
women are being treated the wrong way. 
 
 
25 In fact, someone recently told 
me a story about their six-
year-old son who one day was 
watching the news -- they 
were watching the news 
together 
            
 
 
 
 
  
Mrs. Obama gives a concrete example of a 
boy’s reaction after hearing such wrong 
behavior from the news. The repetition in 
her sentences shows that she tries to think 
what to say next in her next part of that 
story. She allows herself to produce the 
things she is going to say while repeating 
herself. 
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26 “Because the other guy called 
someone a piggy, and,” he 
said, “you cannot be President 
if you call someone a piggy.” 
  
            
 
 
 
 
  
Carrying on with the story of a boy 
responding to Trump’s action, Mrs. 
Obama recalls the sentences that the boy 
said to his parents. The repetition at the 
final parts of the sentences in her speech is 
used by Mrs. Obama to describe such 
wrongful behavior addressed to women. 
While recounting the boy’s term given to a 
man with inappropriate behavior, Mrs. 
Obama tries to plant logical appeals to the 
audience to understand. 
 
27 So even a six-year-old knows 
better.  A six-year-old knows 
that this is not how adults 
behave.   
            
 
 
 
 
  
Moving on from the boy’s story, Mrs. 
Obama comes to draw a conclusion that 
even a kid knows how to behave as a 
human being. She repeats the word “six-
year-old knows” to give the audience a 
strong appeal. The repetition shows how 
she provides a story that is comprehensible 
for the audience. 
 
28 A six-year-old knows that this 
is not how adults behave. 
 This is not how decent human 
beings behave.  And this is 
certainly not how someone 
who wants to be President of 
the United States behaves. 
            
 
 
 
 
  
After retelling the story of the six-year-old 
boy, Mrs. Obama shows her firm opinion 
on how people act towards each other. The 
way people should treat each other in a 
right manner is the highlight of her 
anecdote. She gives the audience a real 
case to make her opinion trustworthy. 
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29 Strong men -- men who are 
truly role models -- don’t need 
to put down women to make 
themselves feel powerful. 
            
   
  Mrs. Obama insists that men should treat 
women in the right way. The repetition 
occurs in this sentence gives Mrs. Obama 
some time to produce her main idea of her 
speech. She does not want her speech to 
wander, so that the audience will be 
convinced.  
30 People who are truly strong 
lift others up.  People who are 
truly powerful bring others 
together.  And that is what we 
need in our next President. 
            
   
  In these sentences, Mrs. Obama convinces 
the audience that powerful people would 
not treat others badly. The initial repetition 
happens to describe what powerful people 
should be doing. By not mentioning 
Trump’s name. Mrs. Obama emphasizes 
that the next President of the United States 
should act gracefully. Here, she indirectly 
drags down Trump and his inappropriate 
behavior. By doing so, Mrs. Obama 
implies that she wants the audience to vote 
for Hillary Clinton. 
31 We need someone who is a 
uniting force in this country. 
 We need someone who will 
heal the wounds that divide us, 
            
   
  In the continuation to her statements about 
what kind of person that is needed to be 
the next President, Mrs. Obama 
illuminates the characteristics and 
personality that should be owned by the 
next President. She repeats herself as she 
says about someone to be the next 
President. She tries to convince the 
audience on how the figure of a leader 
should be. 
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32 The fact is that Hillary 
embodies so many of the 
values that we try so hard to 
teach our young people.  We 
tell our young people “Work 
hard in school, get a good 
education.” 
            
    
 As she comes to the basic message of her 
political campaign speech, Mrs. Obama 
starts to draw an image of Hillary Clinton 
to the audience. In these sentences, she 
specifically draws how young people 
matter in the society. She continually 
mentions the words “our young people” to 
point out the fact that they are part of the 
next great generation. 
 
33 We teach our kids the value 
of being a team player, which 
is what Hillary exemplified 
when she lost the 2008…  
We also teach our kids that 
you don’t take shortcuts in 
life, and you strive for 
meaningful success in 
whatever job you do…  
And finally, we teach our 
kids that when you hit 
challenges in life, you don’t 
give up, you stick with it. 
            
    
 Mrs. Obama begins to summarize Hillary 
Clinton’s biography to make Hillary 
Clinton trustworthy as a leader. She 
intentionally repeats some her initial 
words in each sentence which are “we 
teach our kids”. By repeating those words 
and reciting Hillary Clinton’s experiences 
in political field, Mrs. Obama tries to 
make sure to the audience that Hillary is 
the perfect person to be the next President 
of the United States. Instead of giving 
away Hillary Clinton’s ideas for the 
country, she lists out Hillary’s specific 
experiences because the basic point of 
election is that people elect a person, not 
just a set of ideas. Moreover, Mrs. Obama 
draws a clear line of difference between 
Hillary Clinton and her opposition. 
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34 you don’t give up, you stick 
with it. 
            
    
 As Mrs. Obama highlighting Hillary 
Clinton’s biography, she also puts inside a 
motivation in her speech. She repeats the 
word “you” which refers to the audience’s 
kids. The audience’s kids hold the bigger 
picture of the world as they are the next 
generation. Therefore, Mrs. Obama 
encourages the audience to tell their kids 
not to give up when they are faced with 
challenges in life.  
 
35 She doesn’t blame others. She 
doesn’t abandon ship for 
something easier. 
            
    
 Coming back to Hillary Clinton’s 
biography, Mrs. Obama points out some 
strong appeals that Hillary has. Mrs. 
Obama pictures Hillary Clinton to the 
audience as someone who does not blame 
others and does not take a shortcut in her 
life. The repetition of the words “she 
doesn’t” takes the big role in Mrs. 
Obama’s sentences to emphasize the 
message she brings. 
 
36 She is an outstanding mother. 
She has raised a phenomenal 
young woman.  She is a 
loving, loyal wife.  She’s a 
devoted daughter who cared 
for her mother until her final 
days.   
            
    
 In addition to the previous statements, 
Mrs. Obama accentuates more about 
Hillary Clinton’s experiences. She 
happens to emphasize the biggest 
differences between Hillary Clinton and 
her opponent. By pointing out Hillary’s 
strength, Mrs. Obama makes the audience 
aware of the plus points of Hillary Clinton. 
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37 no one could be more 
qualified for this job than 
Hillary -- no one. 
            
    
 Mrs. Obama comes to the basic message 
of the speech as a part of electoral 
campaign. She mentions directly that 
Hillary Clinton is the only person qualified 
to be the next President between the two 
candidates. She insists that message by 
repeating the word “no one”. That word 
brings the speech’s message comes to 
light. The message should resonate to the 
audience. By repeating such word in such 
context of speaking, Mrs. Obama 
comprehends the audience that Hillary 
Clinton can do something about them. 
 
38 if we turn away from her, if 
we just stand by and allow her 
opponent to be elected, then 
what are we teaching our 
children about the values they 
should hold, about the kind of 
life they should lead?   
            
    
 In these sentences, Mrs. Obama starts to 
persuade the audience to vote for Hillary 
Clinton on Election Day. She occurs to 
repeat the words “if we” to give the 
audience a questionl what would happens 
to their children in the next future life if 
Hillary Clinton loses to her opponent. 
 
39 We are validating it.  We are 
endorsing it. 
            
  
 
  
Here, Mrs. Obama reminds the audience 
back to the inappropriate behavior of 
Trumps. The word “it” in these sentences 
refers to that behavior of Trump. She 
repeats her words by mentioning “we are” 
as one community that does not agree to 
such behavior. In this context, she gives 
the audience a thought that if Hillary 
Clinton’s opponent wins the Election, it  
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                   would mean that the audience would agree 
to the fact that such inappropriate behavior 
towards women is okay. 
 
 
 
40 We’re telling our sons that it’s 
okay to humiliate women. 
 We’re telling our daughters 
that this is how they deserve to 
be treated.  We’re telling all 
our kids that bigotry and 
bullying are perfectly 
acceptable in the leader of 
their country.   
 
            
 
 
 
 
  
In addition to her statements, Mrs. Obama 
gives a more vivid thought of letting 
Hillary Clinton’s opponent to win the 
election. She repeats the initial parts of her 
sentences to affirm that the audience 
would do a wrong thing by doing so. She 
let the audience to comprehend her 
message by repeating those words.  
 
 
41 then how can we maintain our 
moral authority in the world? 
How can we continue to be a 
beacon of freedom and justice 
and human dignity? 
            
 
 
 
 
  
Mrs. Obama brings back the issue of what 
if a President routinely degrades women 
and brags about sexually assaulting 
women to stress her persuasive message. 
She asks the audience what they could do 
if such President is elected. She repeats the 
question words as form of interacting with 
the audience. She tries to hold the 
audience’s attention all the way to the end. 
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42 You see, while our mothers 
and grandmothers were often 
powerless to change their 
circumstances, today, we as 
women have all the power we 
need to determine the outcome 
of this election. 
            
    
 Here, Mrs. Obama returns to the image of 
the modern United States as a country of 
freedom, liberty, and equality. She affirms 
that the women in the US have power to 
determine their own lives. She encourages 
all women in the audience to vote for 
Hillary Clinton on Election Day. 
 
 
43 We have knowledge. We have 
a voice. We have a vote. 
            
    
 Furthermore, Mrs. Obama points out the 
advantage held by all women in the United 
States. She happens to repeat the word 
“we have” as the appeal to the audience. 
She makes sure that the audience 
understands themselves as people who 
have rights. By doing so, Mrs. Obama tries 
to convince the audience to vote for 
Hillary Clinton as a part of this campaign. 
 
44 We as women, we as 
Americans, we as decent 
human beings can come 
together and declare that 
enough is enough. 
            
  
 
  
The audiences were made aware of the 
fact that they can do something for their 
country. Mrs. Obama pulls that fact out of 
women in the audience, or even 
Americans in general. She keeps 
reminding the audience about Trump’s 
inappropriate behavior towards women. 
She brings that issue out again just to 
emphasize that such actions need to be 
stopped.  
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45 We as women, we as 
Americans, we as decent 
human beings can come 
together and declare that 
enough is enough. 
            
  
 
  
In this statement, Mrs. Obama brings back 
the repetition of the word “enough”. Mrs. 
Obama wants to remind the audience that 
such terrible behavior is not to be ignored. 
That repetition is the way Mrs. Obama 
makes her speech to be more 
comprehensible to the audience. 
 
 
46 So each of you right here 
today could help swing an 
entire precinct and win this 
election for Hillary just by 
getting yourselves, your 
families, and your friends and 
neighbors out to vote.   
            
    
 Straight to the point of persuading the 
audience, Mrs. Obama tries to convince 
the audience to come together and to bring 
their family and friends to vote for Hillary 
Clinton on Election Day. The use of suffix 
–s or –es is aimed to make parallel the 
words in that particular sentence. 
 
47 and looking into the eyes of 
your daughter or son, or 
looking into your own eyes as 
you stare into the mirror.   
            
    
 This expression is used by Mrs. Obama to 
give the audience a certainty to vote on the 
Election Day, to vote for Hillary Clinton 
especially. The words “looking into” that 
are being repeated meant to give such 
emotional appeals to the audience. Mrs. 
Obama tries to make the audience draw an 
image of what happens on the Election 
Day if they choose to stay at home and not 
to vote. That image is aimed to make the 
audience understand the important of 
voting on Election Day. 
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48 We simply cannot let that 
happen.  We cannot allow 
ourselves to be so disgusted 
that we just shut off the TV 
and walk away.  And we can’t 
just sit around wringing our 
hands. 
            
    
 These sentences are delivered by Mrs. 
Obama in the continuation of what 
happens if the audience do not do 
everything to elect Hillary Clinton. She 
repeats the words “we cannot” as the 
shape of persuasion. She lets the audience 
understand the importance to elect Hillary 
Clinton. She tries not to let the audience 
do nothing in Election Day. She 
encourages the audience to do something, 
to vote for Hillary Clinton. 
49 Now, we need to recover from 
our shock and depression and 
do what women have always 
done in this country.  We need 
you to roll up your sleeves. 
 We need to get to work. 
            
    
 Mrs. Obama insists over and over again 
for the audience to vote for Hillary. She 
keeps reminding the audience of the 
capability that they hold. She appeals to 
the audience by bringing that confidence 
to the audience. She motivates the 
audience in a way that will make the 
audience convinced to vote on Election 
Day. 
50 So we need you to make calls, 
and knock on doors, and get 
folks to the polls on Election 
Day. 
            
    
 As the bigger part of persuading the 
audience, Mrs. Obama also tries to make 
the audience to convince others to vote for 
Hillary Clinton. She states that the 
audience need to make calls, and knock on 
doors, and get folks to the polls. The 
repetition of suffix –s happens to be the 
parallel form of the grammatically correct 
sentence. To make the sentence more 
sense and resonate to the audience. 
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51 Share your own story of why 
this election matters, why it 
should matter for all people 
of conscience in this country.   
            
    
 The core of the electoral speech is to make 
the audience feel convinced to vote for the 
one candidate defined in the speech. Here, 
Mrs. Obama gets a hold of the audience 
attention, so that she makes her way to 
encourage the audience to get more and 
more people to vote on Election Day. By 
raising the stakes, Mrs. Obama mentions 
that this Election holds the future of the 
United States.  
 
 
 
52 whether we have a President 
who treats people with respect 
-- or not.  A President who 
will fight for kids, for good 
schools, for good jobs for our 
families -- or not.  A 
President who thinks that 
women deserve the right to 
make our own choices about 
our bodies and our health -- or 
not. 
            
    
 The Election Day that determines who will 
be the next President is described by Mrs. 
Obama as the day that will shape the 
United States as a country. She 
emphasizes that on that day, the 
Americans will place their bet to the future 
of the United States. She compares Hillary 
Clinton with her opponent. She point out 
Hillary’s strengths and her opponent’s 
weaknesses. The repetition found in these 
sentences is used to give the audience a 
deep understanding of how Americans 
should elect their President. 
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53 So we cannot afford to be 
tired or turned off.  And we 
cannot afford to stay home on 
Election Day. 
            
    
 Repeating herself to remind the audience, 
Mrs. Obama highlights the things that can 
be done by the audience on Election Day 
which is to vote, to vote for Hillary 
Clinton in particular. As the idea to vote 
for Hillary keeps being repeated, the 
audience will get a clearer understanding. 
 
 
54 Because on November the 
8th, we have the power to 
show our children that 
America’s greatness comes 
from … 
On November the 8th, we 
can show our children that 
this country is big enough to 
have a place for us all -- men 
and women, folks of every 
background and walk of life… 
On November 8th, we can 
show our children that here 
in America, we reject hatred 
and fear … 
 
            
    
 Here, in these long sentences, Mrs. Obama 
keeps repeating the exact date of the 
election Day. She reminds the audience to 
always remember that date. She also 
happens to encourage the audience again 
and again that they need to show to their 
children how great America is as a 
country. The importance of America in the 
world as a powerful country is mentioned 
by Mrs. Obama as a form of convincing 
her message to vote.  
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55 we rise up to meet them.  We 
rise up to perfect our union. 
 We rise up to defend our 
blessings of liberty. We rise 
up to embody the values of 
equality and opportunity and 
sacrifice that have always 
made this country the greatest 
nation on Earth.   
 
            
    
 Mrs. Obama returns to the ideals of the 
founding fathers of the United States of 
America to make an appeal to the 
audience. She defines America as a 
country of liberty and equality. Everyone 
in America has their freedom and their 
rights to be treated equally.  
 


